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NECC to hold trivia 
game show with 
financial aid prizes 
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From left, Adam LeMonica, Wes Buitomski, Matthew Wheelock, Bryan Burns-Fedele, Jay 
Dore and Cory Cocciaro of the Top Notch Players practice a scene from William 
Shakespeare's “As You Like It,” which premieres Nov. 7 at NECC. See story, page 11. 


NECC distance learning growing 


By KELLY FITZGERALD 
Contributing Reporter 


One of the most steadily growing 
programs at NECC is the Distance 
Learning Program. 

Distance learning allows stu- 
dents the flexibility to take their 
courses entirely online, without hav- 
ing to actually be in a traditional 
classroom. 

For students who have demands 
that keep them from having the time 
or ability to go to school—such as 
work schedules, children or trans- 
portation—distance learning can be 
an opportunity for those people to 
get an education without having to 
disrupt their hectic schedules. 

Students need only a reliable 

“computer, an Internet connection and 
an email. account. Although, now, 
when students sign up for online 
classes, they are automatically given 
a student email account at no charge. 

“There is a higher demand to 

learn,” said Alan Foucault, the direc- 


tor of the Center for Instructional 
Technology. “Online classes are not 
appropriate for every student, they 
need a degree of self motivation, if 
not they will get 
left behind in a 
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larity has grown. 

“There is a high demand for 
course,” Foucault said. “There has 
been a 200 percent increase. This 
semester alone there 
are 700 students tak- 


hurry.” ing online classes. 
Students are There will be 35 
expected to Its the same material classes available this 
complete a¢ the traditional "8" 
assignments, Besides the class- 
projects and Counterpart. es that are completely 
exams by the online, NECC also 
dates assigned —Alan Foucault offers “hybrid cours- 


by the instruc- 
tor. Each course 
will have its 
own set of guidelines. 

“We use the same syllabus,” 
Foucault said. “It’s the same material 
as the traditional counterpart. Your 
transcript won’t say differently if you 
take online classes over traditional 
ones. It’s seen as equivocal.” 

The distance learning program 
has been going on at NECC for about 
three and a half years, and the popu- 


es”, which are cours- 
es that combine the 
online courses with 
some face-to-face meetings. 

Hybrid courses may meet for one 
hour per week, while the other two 
hours of class are done online. 

More and more teachers are get- 
ting involved in distance learning, 
Foucault said. Many already use the 
Web CT software in companion with 
traditional classes. 


Seg Distance Learning, page 7 


NECC receives the 
go-ahead for the 
technology center 


By DAviID WILLIS 
Editor 


After being delayed for five 
months, Northern Essex has been 
given the go-ahead by the state of 
Massachusetts to begin construction 
on the new technology center. 

“It sure seems like it took a long 
time and effort, but it’s worth it,” said 
NECC president David Hartleb. 

Hartleb said that, after being 
delayed for five months by the state, 
the plans for construction on the 
technology center are finished and 
the college is looking to start con- 
struction as soon as possible. 

“In my 23 years working in or 
around Boston, this was a grand 
slam,” said Mark Andrews, the 
NECC vice president of administra- 
tion, referring to the planning 


The challenge for 
students to balance 
college and a job 


to bul 


process. 

There is currently no timetable 
on when the job will be finished, 
Hartleb said, due to upcoming winter 
weather. But ground will be broken 
soon and Hartleb said the goal is to 
have the foundation laid down before 
the extreme weather comes. 

With the original starting date in 
May, the project was expected to be a 
14-month job, but starting during the 
colder months may cause construc- 
tion to take longer 

Hartleb said he was not aware of 
what caused the state to finally allow 
the college to begin the project, but 
said other colleges such as Cape Cod 
Community College and Holyoke 
Community College have also been 
allowed to begin their construction 
projects. 

Andrews said that one of the fac- 
tors that contributed to the state 
allowing the project to begin is the 
quality of the planning. 

“We have put together a winning 
plan for capital projects,” said 


See Construction, page 7 
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NECC Amesbury program-— State Rep. Michael 
Costello speaks to a group about his support for the 
Amesbury Adult Learning Center, as Amesbury mayor David 


Hildt listens. See story, page 6 
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The dangers of 
distance learning 


Northern Essex and many other 
colleges in the country are now mov- 
ing into a new version of college. 
This new version is the Distance 
Learning Program. 

In this program, a student can 
take college level courses without 
ever actually being in the classroom. 
In most cases, the class may meet 
only once in person over the whole 
semester, but only as an introduction. 

Once a student is registered, the 
only thing necessary for the course is 
a quality computer with reliable 
Internet access. 

The classes, according to director 
of the Center of Institutional 
Technology Alan Foucault, use the 
same syllabus as a standard class 
would, and all assignments, projects, 
exams and any other classroom 
activity takes place on the computer. 

Now, the benefit of these classes 
for some is clear. Those who cannot 
get to the college on a regular basis 
to take classes because of a physical 
disability or other circumstances, has 
the ability to take college classes. 

Some people also learn better in 
a controlled environment, where they 
are away from the possible scrutiny 
of others. 

However, the question has to be 
asked, is the growth of these pro- 
grams really good for college stu- 
dents? But for those who are able to 
get to the college and are comfortable 
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with doing so, these online classes 
remove a major element of the col- 
lege life, human contact. 

At the celebration for the NECC 
Amesbury Adult Learning Center, 
student Rosario Cordova said the 
biggest benefit she has received from 
her time taking classes at the NECC 
program was meeting and working 
with her classmates. She said that she 
learned so much from working with 
people at her level, not just from her 
professors. 

College is a time for many peo- 
ple when they are just breaking away 
from the shackles of high school, and 
most want to meet new people. 

One of the most enjoyable ele- 
ments of college, and the biggest rea- 
son many students get out of bed in 
the morning and get to class is to see 
friends. The distance learning pro- 
gram all but eliminates that contact. 

While it has a criticism against it, 
it doubles as a compliment to those 
who do well in the program. Online 
students must be able to motivate 
themselves to do work and do their 
studying. They do not have the bene- 
fit of a teacher threatening them that 
if they do not go to class, they will be 
dropped from the class. 

They instead work at their own 
pace, with their TV, bed and 
Playstation in plain view. The struc- 
ture of a standard class is gone. 

So, distance learning is not a bad 
thing. But let’s all hope that colleges 
remember that it is only a program, 
not a vision of the future. And if it is, 


than we could all be in a great deal of 


trouble. 
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How much should teachers get 


Derek Bedard, Journalism 


“They should get paid Grady Little’s 


salary for blowing the season.” 


Ryan O’ Malley, Liberal Arts 
“One hundred million thousand.” 


paid? 


Kate Deveikis, Journalism 
“As much as they are worth, more 
than security.” 


Eric Dionne, Journalism 
“Thirty-thousand.” 


Mike Nickerson, Journalism 
“Competitive with other schools, 
such as UMass.” 


Steve Bartholomew Photos 


Michelle Kater, Psychology 
“Teaching should be one of the high- 
est paid professions because they 
found our educations.” 


Page 3. NECC Observer Nov. 5, 2003 


Will someone please think about the children! 


“Ladies and Gentleman of the 


jerky,” if | may quote a cartoon show 
I used to watch many years ago, 
“Rugrats.” | would like to touch on a 
topic that I hope is very close to the 
heart of many of my readers, and 
that is being a child of the eighties. 

Now, I’m not sure you could call 
me a real child of the eighties, since I 
was born almost halfway through the 
decade in ol’ 84. But, | mean, there is 
something just so great about looking 
back on what a fun time we were for- 
tunate enough to grow up in. 

I mean, we got some killer 
movies such as “The Goonies,” “The 
Dark Crystal,” “The Princess Bride” 
and any “Ernest” movie that you can 
think of. Not only that, but we’re still 
able to get involved in the old 8-bit 
video game systems, and later on 
would grow up in a time when video 
games graphics improved from a 
cubed Mario, to a 2-D Sonic, to a 
totally real 3-D Ray Liotta in Grand 
Theft Auto. There are a lot more 
obscure and pointless nostalgic refer- 
ences I could throw out there, but | 
mean, this is a newspaper, you can’t 
write stuff like that! Or can you? 
Nope, sorry there is just no way. In 
fact, | should not have written that 
either! Well, anyways, if you want 
something to ease your mind, just 
visit the website X- 
entertainment.com. Now I know it 


sounds gross, but there is nothing 
really that offensive on that site, 
unless you’re offended by 80’s nos- 
talgia. 

Now, maybe your scratching at 
your head wondering why | brought 
this up. It’s 
because some- 
times, I look 
out of the win- 
dows of the 
class that I’m 
supposed to be 
paying atten- 
tion to and | 
see these little 
kids. I wonder 
to myself, how ' 
in this day and 
age can they 
have the same 
type of child- 
hood as I did? 

It may just 
be me, and 
lord knows | 
hope it is, but 
this does not 
seem like a fun 
time for children to grow up in. Most 
of the time we’re so inundated with 
sex and violence absolutely every- 
where that I mean, | can’t even fath- 
om growing up looking at someone 
like Christina Aguilera as something 
close to a role model. I mean, 


“Dirty” is a lot different than Hulk 
Hogan telling me to say my prayers 
and eat my vitamins! 


Hatred should be 
addressed, not ignored 


To the Editor: 


In Mr. Barthololomew’s opinion 
piece entitled, “The politics of being 
in America,” he offers advice on 
how to deal with flyers advocating 
hate and anti-Semitism. 

His advice is “just don’t pay 
attention.” This advice is unfortu- 
nate. Just-the opposite should hap- 
pen. 
We should address this hate, 
where it comes from, why it is there, 
and who is responsible. We should 
make these individuals or organiza- 
tions and their hateful ways known 
by shining the light of day on them. 

We should then look at these 
prejudices and determine how they 


have managed a foothold in our 
American psyche. We need to take 
this opportunity to examine our own 
prejudices and how maybe through 
our own silences, acceptances, or 
innuendo we have aided such preju- 
dices. They don’t arise in a vacuum. 

To think that prior to 1940 the 
majority of Americans did not like 
Jews and that 60 years later all bias 
and prejudice would disappear is 
naive, shortsighted, and lazy. 


George Medelinskas 
Professor, Computer and 
Information Sciences 


More Letters, page 5. 


The Observer welcomes letters from our readers. 


Send email to: 


observer@necc.mass.edu 
Or drop off letters: Observer newsroom, F-129, 


Behrakis Student Center 


Letters must be signed and should provide 
a phone number 
or email contact information. 


In other events, I would like to 
talk about the Fox news commercial 
I viewed recently. Now, it’s not the 
Fox news channel I’m talking about 
but the Fox 25 one. Try to keep in 
mind that when I saw it that it was 


| 


UNCLE STEVE'S 
FUNHOUSE! 


only a news commercial, not a trailer 
for a new movie coming out. It has 
the most intimidating theme going in 
the background, and after all the 
sound bites of just about every crime 
that happened in the past month, | 
thought to myself, if I don’t watch 
this newscast, would it come to my 
house and kill me? Because it almost 
seems like that is how they want us to 


feel. | continued to think that way 
until the next commercial, which was 
about saving umbilical cord blood. 
Finally, | want to address a letter 
that we got in the mail this week. 
The letter comes from George 


Medelinskas. George writes about 
the anti-Semetic flyers that I] men- 
tioned in my last article. In a very 
brief synopsis of the letter, George 
thinks my idea of not paying atten- 
tion is “unfortunate.” Now I respect 
your position, George, and it seems 
like you’re going for the whole “root 
of the problem” approach. 

The way I see it is this way. | 


remember when I was in grade 
school there was this kid, call him 
“John.” Now “John” was a bad seed, 
and when he did something bad, it 
was to get attention. So what could 
you do to make him behave, just not 
pay any attention. I think this makes 
more sense, because people who still 
harbor hate for people purely because 
of race and religion in this day and 
age probably are at the same maturi- 
ty and education level as this gram- 
mar school hoodlum. 

“To think that prior to 1940 the 
majority of Americans did not like 
Jews and that 60 years later all bias 
and prejudice would disappear is 
naive, shortsighted, and lazy.” Let 
me please say one thing about this 
statement, if this is how you look at 
things, then I don’t think that any- 
thing is going to change. 

I mean, I could give a wealth of 
ideas on what to do. However, | 
know that the generation I’m grow- 
ing up in is “naive, shortsighted, and 
lazy,” at least from the point of view 
from other older generations. 

I honestly believe that people 
that are this hateful are very few and 
far between, I think when you make 
a huge deal about it, it will make it 
worse. 

“I always prefer to believe the 
best of everybody, it saves so much 
trouble.” 

—Rudyard Kipling 
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We're recruiting on campus! 
NORTHERN ESSEX COMMUNITY COLLEGE 


12:00 pm 


Monday, November 10, 2003 


Library Conference Area A and B 


Mark your calendars — All majors andl all ondiege bevels invtted. This is your chance to.go inde 
this worldtamous resort build your resunse, ectwork with Disney leaders ancl 
sneet studeats froen asnand the world 


Check outa Wilt Déswy World® Gollege Program pabd imternship, 24-hour secured housing ts offered 
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Why is my new ‘50 Cent CD edited? 


Have you 
ever gone to 
your local 
Wal-Mart to 
purchase that 
latest rap CD 
with all the 
swears in it, 

7 only to find out 
that the whole CD is censored? 

Well if you have, you have 
become a victim of a very evil cen- 
sorship movement. Whether it be the 
censored “made for TV” movie 
you've seen on TBS or a censored 
DVD that you purchased at Wal- 
Mart, censorship has always and will 
forever be a part of our lives. 

Back in January of 1957 when 
Elvis was on the Ed Sullivan show, 
the cameramen were told to film him 
from the waist up because the net- 
work was afraid that his “gyrations” 
would be too offensive to people. 
Nowadays, the PTC (Parents 
Television Council) is probably out- 
raged by the material that is seen on 
most shows. Shows like “South 


Park,” “WWE professional 
wrestling” and “Nip/Tuck” are prob- 
ably highly ranked on the PTC’s list 
of programs that need to be ended. 

What is the PTC and what 
do they do, you ask? Well, 
here is a brief description: 
The PTC is a self-described 
“conservative media watch- 
dog organization,” and in my 
personal opinion, an evil 
council made up of 800,000 
nitpicky parents that do not 
approve of modern day televi- 
sion programming. 

The President of the PTC, 
L. Brent Bozell III, is a very 
creepy looking man_ that 
blames shows like “South 
Park,” “The Family Guy” and 
even “America’s Funniest 
Home Videos” for poisoning 
the minds of young children. 
If you ever go on their web- 
site (www.parentstv.org) you 
will see how sinister these 
people really are 

On the website, you can file com- 
plaints against programming that you 
find offensive, 
their “ 


or you can look at 


family television guide” to see 


what wholesome, boring, family 
entertainment is on at night. 

If you ever want to purchase a 
censored CD or DVD, then Wal-Mart 


is the place for you. Wal-Mart has 
hundreds of different stores located 
worldwide in nine different countries 
and they are one of the largest music 
retailers in the country. 


But they only sell CDs and 
DVDs that are censored. I recently 
read on a website that John 
Mellencamp had to airbrush out a 


picture of Jesus and the devil from 
his CD cover in order for Wal-Mart's 
approval. 

I too, much like John 


Mellencamp, felt angry and frustrat- 


ed towards Wal-Mart after purchas- 

ing an R rated DVD entitled “Saving 

Silverman” for my __ brother’s 

Christmas present, only to find out 
that all the swears and funny 
scenes were cut out. I wish 
that the owner of Wal-Mart 
was in my house on that 
Christmas morning so he 
could’ve seen my brother’s 
delighted face after opening 
his newly acquired DVD, 
then the look of disgust after 
finding out that all the funny 
parts of the movie were gone. 
The thing I never understood 
about Wal-Mart was the fact 
they have a section for cen- 
sored CDs and DVDs but they 
also have a guns and ammuni- 
tions department. Makes 
sense...right? But hey, it’s a 
crazy world we live in. 

So next time you are up 
against censorship, or as I like 
to call it: the axis of evil, 

please voice your opinion and join 
the fight for a censorship-free 
America. 


NORTHERN ESSEX STUDENTS 
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Howard Dean supporters visit NECC 


Dean’ influence stretches 
to the NECC campus 


Even though it is still 
- early in the race for presi- 
dency, I have found that 
politics and college stu- 
dents go together about as 
well as a peanut butter and 
pickle sandwich. 

I really find this to be a 
problem, as does one of the 
candidates that will be run- 
ning for president in 2004. 

Howard Dean is attempting to reach out to 
college students all over the country, and he 
wants students to get involved in all of the issues 
that this country is facing. 

I am sure that most of you noticed that the 
Howard Dean Campaign was the first one that 
has visited our school. 

This is because of Dean’s concern with get- 
ting college students involved with the presiden- 
cy race. I did have a brief conversation with one 
of Dean’s staff, and he explained to me that Gov. 
Dean has been working so hard to get young 
adults involved in politics, and that he was also 
very surprised on the lack of interest of them 
being there and seeing what they were represent- 
ing. 

I went to Umass-Lowell last weekend to visit 
some friends, and I asked a few people what they 
thought about politics, and I got reactions from 
both sides of the spectrum. 

1 got a brief statement from Bobby Dee, who 
is a fitness major, and he said, 

“Truthfully | have never been too involved in 
the whole politics thing and I don’t see anything 
changing now. I really don’t think that Bush is 
doing the right things, but I really can’t complain 
because I never voted.” 

Then | spoke with Alan Soucy, a Civil 
Engineer major, and he said “ I have been fol- 
lowing some of the campaigning and this upcom- 
ing race is going to be very important to rebuild- 
ing this country”. Then he stated, “ I really think 


Co 


This is because of 
Dean’s concern with 
college students 
involved in the presi- 
dential race. 


President Bush is just doing his father’s dirty 
work that he never got to finish in Desert Storm. 
He has turned this whole country upside down.” 

Whether or not Howard Dean becomes the 
next president, who ever it may be is going to 
have their hands full of problems to fix this coun- 
try, and I hope they have a huge Band-Aid, 
because they’re going to have to stop the slow 
bleeding wound of the United States. 

Governor Dean has so many good thoughts 
and theories, and | really think that anyone that 
has any intentions on voting in this upcoming 
election should check out this web-site, 
www.deanforamerica.com. 

As far as his equal rights go, I’m sure a lot of 
you know that he has signed legislation in 
Vermont to grant homosexual couples the right to 
enter civil unions. This law just means that gay 
and lesbian couples have the same basic rights 
that married couples have. 

1 also agree with his comment that he made in 
a speech on Dec. 19, 2002 on the.abortion topic. 
Dean said, “It’s very simple, the practice of med- 
icine is none of the governments business and 
they ought to stay out of it.” 

Dean served five consecutive terms as gover- 
nor in Vermont and also received his B.A. from 
Yale University and his medical degree from 
Albert Einstein College of Medicine in New York 
City. 

From my perspective, Howard Dean is a very 
intelligent man and would be great for getting 
this country back on its feet. | hope that this arti- 
cle will open the eyes of some of you, and get you 
involved in the next election for president. You 
should go out and voice your opinions, because 
everyone has that right. 


John Pettitt/DeanForAmerican.com photo 


Howard Dean on the campaign trail, talking about the real issues. 


Praise for campus 
security force 


It’s not where you go to college, 


it’s how you apply yourself 


To the Editor, 


Way to go NECC Security! 

Have you noticed the orange 
cones in the student parking lot late- 
ly? You can thank the NECC 
Security personnel who are looking 
out for our safety. 

The cones are the result of a frus- 
trating and potentially dangerous sit- 
uation that has been occurring in the 
NECC student parking lot. Students 
and others using the lot have been 
using non-designated spots at the end 
of rows to avoid having to walk a 
few extra feet. While plenty of park- 
ing spaces are available in the rear 
rows of the lot, several have chosen 
to bypass authorized spaces for a 
non-authorized spot closer to the 
school entrance. 

As a result, legitimately parked 
cars have difficulty backing out of 
their spots. The legally parked driver 
has little room to cut his turn without 
the danger of hitting the car that is 
parked in the roadway. 

In addition, pedestrian safety is 
jeopardized, as the walker must now 
venture further out into the roadway 


to get around the illegally parked 
vehicle, resulting in a much narrow- 
er margin of safety. 

The frustration comes from the 
knowledge that the young able-bod- 
ied driver, whether late for class, or 
simply unwilling to walk the extra 20 
feet is willing to disregard the safety 
of others. The danger is that someone 
will eventually get hurt. 

This situation was brought to the 
attention of the NECC Security team 
who immediately took action to 
resolve the problem. Within one hour 
illegally parked cars in the lot were 
being ticketed. Within the week the 
cones appeared. The problem has 
been resolved, and we are once again 
a little safer. 

I am grateful for the great job our 
security staff is doing here at NECC. 
It’s good to know that our concerns 
are taken seriously and action is 
taken swiftly when the need arises. 
Thank you to Glen and the Security 
Team at NECC! 


Cherie Hagen 
Center for Instructional 
Technology 


To the Editor: 


After reading Kelly Smith’s arti- 
cle on “What’s wrong with communi- 
ty colleges,” I have to say that I com- 
pletely understand her point of view. | 
think that throughout high school, stu- 
dents are manipulated into thinking 
that four year colleges are the best 
way to go. 

What they don’t see is the finan- 
cial status or the fact that half of them 
are applying to schools completely 
undecided on what they want to major 
in. 

They pass over the idea of a com- 
munity college because they feel that 
they will be frowned upon, when, in 
all reality, they are saving themselves 
time and money. 

Why pay thousands of dollars for 
a four year college when you're unde- 
cided and can go to a community col- 
lege, get the same education and test 
out different fields for a cheaper 
price? Then if you feel that a four year 
college is where you want to go, you 
can transfer your credits, as well as 
save yourself some money. 

Many of the kids I graduated with 


a AI 


Throughout high 
school, students are 
manipulated into 
thinking that four 
year colleges are the 
best way to go. 


spend too much time partying to be 
focused on their actual classes. Half 
they time they skip class or go in tardy 
because they are trying to recover 
from the hangover due to the previous 
night’s toga party. 

I mean, don’t get me wrong, I’m 
not trying to criticize four year col- 
leges, because if you go into them 
with a head on your shoulders and 
you know what you want to do then 
you get a lot more out of them than 
you would in a community college. 

If you head into a four year col- 
lege planning to live a party life, 


unsure of what direction you're head- 
ing in, then I think you have a reality 
check headed your way. 

I bump into people that I graduat- 
ed with all the time and of course the 
questions, “Where are you going to 
school. What are you doing with 
yourself,” comes up. I’m going to 
NECC and working almost full-time. 
You can read it in their eyes that they 
are thinking that I am at lower stan- 
dards than they are because I’m not 
going to some major four year col- 
lege. 

When I turn around and ask them, 
of course I get the snobby reply of the 
name of their college, as well as the 
“Oh, you should come up and party 
with us some time.” 

So, when people frown upon us 
for attending a community college, 
you can do the same upon them. We 
are just getting as good of an educa- 
tion as they are, and saving ourselves 
from dishing out thousands of dollars. 
It’s not where you attend school; it’s 
how you apply yourself in school. 


Stephanie Paquette 
NECC Student 
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NECC helps to educate local adults 


By Davip WILLIS 
Editor 


Local politicians, clergy, educa- 
tors, students and other members of 
the NECC community piled into the 
Amesbury High School Library on 
Thursday, Oct. 30 to celebrate the 
fifth year of the NECC Amesbury 
Adult Learning Center. 

This program, which was found- 
ed in 1999 after NECC received a 
grant from the state, offers adults of 
all ages the chance to receive their 
GED, enter English as a Second 
Language, or ESL, classes or simply 
learn how to read, explained Tamara 
Trejo, the staff assistant for the Adult 
Basic Education and Transition to 
college program and a student at 
Northern Essex. 

Trejo said that the program also 
offers a program, which helps the 
students learn other types of ele- 
ments, such as how to handle admis- 
sions and enrollment. 

Joe Costello, a teacher at the 
Amesbury Center, said that the class- 
es have an age-range of 16-50s, and a 
total number of 80 students. 

At the event on Thursday, stu- 
dents of the program expressed how 
thankful they were for the program, 
and employees of the said how 
important they believe it is to a group 
of people that included 
Massachusetts State Representative 
Michael Costello, Amesbury Mayor 


David Hildt and a number of people 
from NECC, including vice president 
and dean of academic affairs Paul 
Bevilacqua. 

Rosario Cordova, an ESL student 
in Amesbury, read an essay she wrote 
about how much she appreciated the 
program. In the speech, which 
brought many in attendance close to 
tears, she spoke of how wonderful 
the program is and how much she has 
learned from it. 

However, she said that the best 
part of the program was meeting her 
fellow classmates, and getting sup- 
port from them. She said that she was 
happy to be working with people 
who were at the same level as her. 

Omayra Figueroa, also an ESL 
student, spoke about how much the 
program has helped her get where 
she is today. 

“This program has really helped 
me reach my goals,” Figueroa said. 

Reverend Mike Shirley of St. 
James Church in Amesbury said that 
he was very happy to see so many 
people in attendance at the event, and 
that the program exists at all. 

“This shows people in our com- 
munity know people have needs and 
want to help out,” Shirley said. 

James Queenan, a computer edu- 
cation instructor and technology 
supervisor at NECC, also mentioned 
how happy he was to see people at 
the event. 

“It is very important to get politi- 
cians to see what the students say,” 


Queenan said. “It’s great to see the 
support from the community. 

State Senator Steven Baddour 
was scheduled for the event but was 
unable to attend due to health prob- 
lems. But Rep. Costello and Hildt 
were in attendance to voice their sup- 
port for the program. 

Hildt said that he was a supporter 
of the program, which helps to make 
people better and more productive 
citizens. He also said how happy he 
was that so many people got togeth- 
er, especially on a Thursday night. 

Rep. Costello also said how sup- 
portive he was of the plan. 

“I’m proud to fight for funding,” 
Costello said. “This is a link to a bet- 
ter life.” 

The need for this program was 
first discovered in 1999, when NECC 
received a 6-month community grant 
to study adult literacy needs, accord- 
ing to Irene Chalek, the NECC direc- 
tor of transitional adult education 
services. 

After the study turned up that 20 
percent of Amesbury adults were 
illiterate, the need for the program 
was Clear. 

NECC then received a continua- 
tion grant to start the program, and 
continued to get them to keep it 
going. However, it will now have to 
achieve a competitive grant with 
similar programs in the area. 

Joe Costello said that all the stu- 
dents are extremely motivated to 
achieve their task. He said that many 


How the USA gets 
along with China 


Salem State professor 
Li speaks to NECC 
on politics 


By Davip WILLIS 
Editor 


American and Chinese relations 
are never stronger than when they 
have a common enemy, which was 
the major message behind the pre- 
sentation given by Salem State 
College professor Li Li at NECC on 
Wednesday, October 29. 

Li, who has been teaching at 
Salem State since 1999, came to 
America from China after graduating 
from Beijing University and 
received his PHD in history from the 
University of North Carolina. 

Li used a PowerPoint presenta- 
tion to explain the political relation- 
ship between the US and China from 
the end of World War II up until the 
present day. 

He also used visuals, such as pic- 
tures of old Chinese presidents and 
pictures of such US presidents as 
Richard Nixon and George W. Bush 
visiting China. 

He said that the two countries 
began having issues in 1949 when 
after a three-year civil war, the coun- 
try began to be run by communists. 

Since America was iirm set 


against stopping communism, their 
relationship was very rocky. 

According to Li, the Vietnam 
War was meant more to stop the 
Chinese from spreading communism 
than anything else. 

However, Li said that most of 
those feelings have changed, the 
USA began to feel 

China’s version of communism 
was not as bad as the USSR’s. 

The two countries were then 
brought together due to their shared 
hatred of the Soviet Union. 

The USA wanted to stop the 
USSR from spreading communism, 
while China fought the Soviet Union 
in “The Border Wars.” 

While conflict was bringing 
them together, the two countries 
were also beginning to come togeth- 
er politically, according to Li. 

China joined the United Nations 
in 1975 and soon after, major 
American political figures such as 
Nixon and Henry Kissenger visited 
China. 

In 1999, the two countries signed 
the US China Trade Agreement, 
which allowed trade between the two 
countries. 

The events of September 11, 
2001 also brought the two countries. 

Much like the shared hatred for 
the USSR during the Cold War, Li 
said that the two countries are work- 
ing together closely in the war on 
terrorism. 

Li also addressed the situation 


with China and Taiwan. 

While Taiwan is still a part of 
China, its people like to be consid- 
ered separate, and Li said that they 
are basically separate, even having 
their own government. 

Over the years, the United State 
has supported Taiwan’s right to be 
free, which has caused some friction 
between the US and China. 

The latest show of support came 
from Bush, who dropped former 
president Bill Clinton’s “3-nos poli- 
cy,” which said that the US no longer 
supported Taiwan. 

Li, who was chosen as one of 
two speakers by the Massachusetts 
Council of International Education, 
has spoken on this topic at many of 
the Massachusetts state colleges. 

His trip to NECC was co-spon- 
sored by the International Studies 
Program and the Contemporary 
Affairs club. 

Danielle Allain, the president of 
the Contemporary Affuirs club, said 
that her group was very happy to 
have sponsored the speaker, and she 
felt that it was quite informative. 

Beth Wilcoxson, the director of 
the International Studies program at 
NECC, said that, while her club pri- 
marily concentrated on studying 
abroad, they are also very happy to 
sponsor speakers when they can. 

“It’s very easy for us to forget we 
are only one part of a large world,” 
Wilcoxson said. 
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Amesbury Adult Learning Center student Rosario Cordova reads 
her essay, which expressed her thanks for the program. 


are very motivated to pass their 
GED, or General Education 
Development, test. To achieve this, 
which serves as a substitute for a 
high school diploma, a student must 
pass three levels of GED training, 
which contains a full curriculum of 
studies, which the student would 
have had in high school. The person 
then must take a test to prove his or 
her knowledge. 

He also talked about how much 
fun working in the program is. He 
said that. Since the students are so 
driven to complete themselves, either 


by getting their GED or learning to 
speak better English, that they are a 
pleasure to teach. 

Chalek said that the program has 
grown a great deal over the years, 
going from only 20 students their 
first year. She also said that almost 
200 students have now gone through 
the program. ; 

“This benefits the community 
and the college,” Chalek said. “It 
helps us to be good community part- 
ners.” 


What those small 
children are up to 


By TriciA MACKAY 
Contributing Reporter 


Little Sprouts Daycare 
makes it possible for parents 
who have small children, espe- 
cially single mothers, to attend 
college classes. It also allows 
students to check in on their 
child during a break between 
classes. 

The center is a private orga- 
nization. Tuition assistance is 
available to those eligible for 
the state-funded voucher pro- 
gram and to student parents who 
meet financial assistance eligi- 
bility guidelines. The center 
takes children from four weeks 
old to kindergarten age. 

Little Sprouts offers full day 
care 6 a.m. to 6 p.m. Part time 
day care is also available to 
reach individuals needs. 

“Well the Little Sprouts day 
care is thankful to have such a 
beautiful campus that the chil- 
dren can enjoy,” says Daniele 
Sharpe director of the center and 
a former NECC student. 

“The atmosphere teaches 
the children more about nature,” 
Sharp said. Asked what she 
liked most about the campus. 
“They like to roll down the hills 
and in the winter use their sleds 


on them. I wouldn’t change any- 
thing about the campus” 

Danielle Sweeney, 18, 
works at the center during the 
day and attends classes at 
NECC at night. She is studying 
to become a teacher. 

“Working at the daycare has 
been very convenient for me,” 
Sweeney. “It’s giving me the 
training | will need in the 
future.” 

Sweeney said that she 
would advise any NECC stu- 
dent that likes to work with chil- 
dren to work at the center. 

“It’s a great environment 
with good friendships and co- 
workers. Sweeney said. “The 
director is someone that you can 
really talk to.” 

“The kids love walking 
around campus. Everyone 
comes up to us and talks to us, 
and waves.” Sweeney said. “It’s 
a great friendly environment.” 

She said that the one thing 
she would change about the 
campus is the people smoking 
cigarettes. 

“I hate when someone with 
a cigarette in their hand comes 
up to the kids and starts talking 
to them,” Sweeney said. “It’s 
just rude!” 
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MassPIRG addresses global issue 


By BILL DONOVAN 
News Editor 


The rising issue of global warm- 
ing and its dangers were brought to 
NECC’s attention recently on the 
Haverhill campus. 

MassPIRG opened the doors to its 
NECC “Global Warming Forum” 
with large attendance Mon. Oct. 19 in 
the Bentley Library Conference 
Center. NECC students, professors 
and visitors flocked to the informa- 
tional seminar. 

Local community leaders such as 
Jed Thorp, energy campaign organiz- 
er for the Clean Water Action and 
Brent Lasic of the Haverhill 
Environmental League helped explain 
to the audience what global warming 
is and what can be done to prevent the 
problem. 

“I was really surprised about the 
turnout here. There were about 78 
people that attended,” stated Leslie 
Mendoza Kamstra, MassPIRG cam- 
pus organizer at NECC. 

Jed Thorp started the forum with a 
PowerPoint presentation, which gave 
viewers additional information about 
the environmental problem. He 
stressed that global warming is a huge 
obstacle, but with people working 
together it can be overcome. 

“This is a human problem, and it 
needs to have human solutions as 
well,” Thorp commented. 

The damage it can cause was 


explained as well. Thorp said during 
the past 100 years, global tempera- 
tures have increased by one degree 
and will continue to rise four or five 
degrees in the near future. With these 
elevated temperatures, heat-related 
deaths, floods, forest fires, bad air 
quality, and much more could result. 

Our economy could also be 
affected by global warming. 

“In Massachusetts, _ fisheries 
account for 25 percent of the state’s 
economy. Lobsters will be threatened 
by warmer waters, many jobs could 
be lost because of this,” Thorp added. 

Solutions in preventing global 
warming were provided during the 
presentation. Thorp emphasized the 
importance of purchasing energy-effi- 
cient light bulbs, solar-powered vehi- 
cles, using public transportation and 
getting involved at the community 
and state level. 

“Energy-efficient light bulbs will 
last you ten times as long as standard 
ones. Although expensive, nine to ten 
dollars, you'll get your money back 
over its long term use,” Thorp 
explained. 

Making an example of how one 
could get involved at NECC, Thorp 
told the audience the lighting on cam- 
pus was not energy-efficient. 

“| don’t think the light bulbs used 
here are energy-efficient. You as stu- 
dents and faculty can take action and 
tell the administration to get the right 
lighting put in,” Thorp said. 

Thorp concluded his presentation 


NECC distance 
learning growing 


Continued from page | 


Web CT is a learning software 
program, which acts like a virtual 
campus, or a cyber place on the 
World Wide Web where you can 
go to find your courses. 

According to Foucault, “A lot 
of new folks are getting the train- 


“It’s all 24 state and commu- 
nity colleges,” Foucault said. “We 
will trade courses, trade students. 
Pull in some courses that we don’t 
have here.” 

A student enrolled at NECC 
can take an online class from 
Salem State College, and any of 
the 24 schools involved in the 


++ 


We will trade courses, trade stu- 


dents. Pull in some courses that 
we don’t have here 
—Alan Foucault 


“Some teachers use multime- 
dia presentations, like snippets of 
video, or portions of lectures.” 
Foucault said. 

Foucault also mentioned a 
sociology teacher that uses a lot 
of pop culture in his online class. 
He uses music and short videos 
that have to do with whatever area 
of sociology the class is studying. 

The distance learning pro- 
gram is currently getting involved 

‘with Massachusetts college 
online, www.mco.mass.edu 


program, Foucault said. 

Foucault and the center for 
Instructional Technology are try- 
ing to get a student handbook for 
distance learning made. Until the 
book becomes a reality, all the 
information needed to get started 
in online classes, including fre- 
quently asked questions, an 
assessment test, courses avail- 
able, and much more is available 
online using the NECC homepage 
and clicking on the distance learn- 
ing link. 


Bill Donovan photo 


Brent Lasic of the Haverhill Environmental League gives a lecture 
on the dangers of global warming in the United States and all over 


the world. 


stating Massachusetts is one of the 
leaders of the country in reducing the 
effects of global warming. “It’s 
important in a national step to do what 
we're doing here in Massachusetts, to 
show other states and tell them to do 
their jobs as well,” Thorp stated. 
Brent Lasic then opened up his 
presentation with a movie trailer from 
Greenpeace, showing global warm- 


ing’s effects and what things would be 
like if it were prevented. 
Baslic, a citizen activist who is 
involved in the Merrimack Valley 
Environmental Coalition expressed 
his negative view on trash incinerators 
and their effects on the environment. 
“A lot of incinerators in the 
Merrimack Valley burn trash. There 
will always be more trash, what hap- 


pened to recycling?” Baslic asked. 

Touching upon the pace of global 
warming, Baslic said, “global warm- 
ing possibly took centuries to occur 
hundreds of years ago. Now, we are 
generating it decade by decade.” 

When suggesting ways of fighting 
it, Lasic also expressed the need of 
people getting involved with the gov- 
ernment. 

“Ask your candidates a question 
about what theyll do to fight this 
problem. They can get their staff 
going on working for that informa- 
tion. These candidates will come back 
to you and tell you what they’re going 
to do,” Lasic added. 

At the end of Lasic’s presentation, 
NECC MassPIRG organizer Leslie 
Mendoza Kamstra offered a solution 
to the audience as well. 

“We can make an even bigger 
impact on campus here to make ener- 
gy change. Together, we can do a lot 
more,” Mendoza Kamstra explained. 

A question and answer session 
followed, where the audience could 
participate in the discussion. 
Postcards were passed out by 
MassPIRG interns to be signed and 
sent to Gov. Mitt Romney, requesting 
further action against global warming. 

“It was a great event, we need 
more informational seminars here on 
campus. I'd like to do more of these. 
We need to get the message out there 
to students,” — stressed = Cailin 
McFarland, NECC student and 
MassPIRG intern. 


Construction ready to go 


Continued from page | 

plan for capital projects,” said 
Andrews. 

Andrews said the plan that 
NECC put together has been used as 
a model of efficiency for similar pro- 
jects in higher education. 

One of the major positives for 
the plan was that it came in $350,000 
under the expected cost that the 
architects had estimated, according 
to Andrews. 

Andrews also gives a great deal 
of credit to Hartleb and the state leg- 
islature for pushing Gov. Mitt 
Romney’s office. 

“The president, the board of 
trustees, our state legislature, great 
job,” said Andrews. “It was a really 
superb effort by all. 

Hartleb also said the college was 
extremely grateful to the legislature 
for their help. People such as Sen. 
Steven Baddour and Rep. Harriet 
Stanley helped a great deal in getting 
the project going. 

He said that the most credit, 
however, went to Senate President 
Robert Travaglini, who pushed the 
fact that the college needed the tech- 
nology center. 

When construction does start, 
representatives from NECC will not 
be in charge. 

Since NECC is a state college, 
the Massachusetts government 
“owns” the campus and all of the 
buildings. Any job that exceeds $1 
million - the technology center is set 
to cost $9.5 million - must be handed 


over to DCAM, or the Division of 
Capital Asset Management. 

DCAM is a division of the state, 
which is responsible for all buildings 
that the state constructs. The group 
oversees not only new buildings for 
state colleges, but also any new con- 
struction that the state is funding in 
some part. 

DCAM took over the technology 
center project this past May, when 
the college had completed the plan- 
ning stages and the architectural 
drawings were in place. 

The group put the project out to 
bid for contractors in May, and 
awarded the project to GWV, who 
came up with the lowest bid. That is 
when Romney’s office froze that 
project and all other non-necessary 
building projects in higher education 
while the state assessed the $175 
million slated for construction pro- 
jects for higher education. 

The state is funding $7.5 million 
of the project, and NECC is paying 
$2 million. 

On Monday, Oct. 20, the college 
learned that the state was unfreezing 
funding and would allow the project 
to proceed. 

Andrews, the liaison to DCAM, 
said he is extremely happy GWV 
stayed with the project. He said the 
company had no obligation to stay 
with the job, but chose to renew their 
bid every 30 days. Andrews said that 
their dedication shows that this is a 
quality project. 

“This is a very important con- 
struction project for the region,” 


Andrews said. “It’s like putting $9.5 
million into the economy.” 

Andrews said that the building of 
the technology center will do a lot of 
good for the state economy, because 
it will create 100 or more jobs in 
labor, plumbing, carpentry and other 
areas. A great deal of materials, both 
for building and then to furnish the 
offices will be purchased from local 
businesses. It will also help local 
businesses because, when the tech- 
nology center opens, it will feature 
such state-of-the-art technology as 
video conferencing that businesses 
will be able to use to their advantage. 

The college’s other major build- 
ing project, the remodeling of the 
Student Center, is a step closer to 
beginning construction, although it is 
not as far along as the technology 
center. 

The state signed off on the study 
certification, which proved the need 
for the renovation, on Sept. 27. By 
doing so, Andrews said that it is giv- 
ing the college permission to get 
started. However, this project still 
needs to complete a number of tasks 
before it begins. 

Andrews said it is convenient for 
both projects because they can tie 
together at times. Both projects have 
the same project manager, Jim Ward, 
and Andrews said much of the mate- 
rial could be purchased at the same 
time. 

“J don’t know if there is another 
college in the state that has two more 
exciting projects out there,” Andrews 
said. 
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Certificate in dance 
education now offered 
at NECC 


NECC has announced a new 
Dance Education Certificate, a one- 
year certificate program introduced 
this fall. The program is designed to 
provide students interested in dance 
education the opportunity to earn a 
certificate qualifying them for a 
career teaching dance. 

"For many years there has been 
a need for this," says Elaine 
Mawhinney, NECC Director of the 
Dance Program which she created 
30 years ago. “In New York there 
has been a movement to make sure 
dance instructors are certified and 
have the proper credentials to teach 
and so they are aligning themselves 
with community colleges to bring 
this about.” 

Six students enrolled in the pro- 
gram this fall and the numbers are 
expected to grow, according to 
Mawhinney. 

For additional information con- 
tact Mawhinney, at 978-556-3395. 


Support for college 
enrollment offered 
through free course 


GED recipients, nonnative 
English speakers and high school 
graduates who may need additional 
support before enrolling in college 
are invited to participate in 
Transition to College Services, a 
free program that will be offered by 
NECC from January 2004 to June 
2004 in Lawrence. 

Anyone interested in the pro- 
gram is invited to attend an infor- 
mation night on Monday, Nov. 17 
from 6 to 8:30p.m. at NECC’s 
Amesbury Street Extension on the 
Lawrence campus. For information 
or registration contact Lynn 
Ricketts at 978 738-7622 or mrick- 
etts(@nece.mass.edu. 


Bob’s Comedy Hour 
at Life Long Learning 


What's so funny about growing 
older? Find out from Lynn comedi- 
an Bob Seibel when he entertains 
the crowd at NECC’s Life Long 
Learning Program this Thursday, 
Nov. 6, at 2 p.m. in the library con- 
ference area, Haverhill campus. 


Life Long Learning is a pro- 
gram for adults 50 and older, 
although students and others are 
welcome. Admission is $1 per per- 
son. This event is open to the public. 


Women of NECC host 
fashion maven Yolanda 
on Nov. 5 


Boston fashion maven and 
clothing designer Yolanda will 
return as a guest of The Women of 
Northern Essex Community 
College for their annual member- 
ship event, Tea & Holiday Fashions 
with Yolanda, on Wednesday, Nov. 
5, from 2 to 4 p.m. in the library 
conference area on the Haverhill 
campus. 

Yolanda will discuss the haute 
couture for this year's holiday sea- 
son. Two models will display a 
number of these fashions. 

The president of Yolanda 
Enterprises, Inc., of Waltham, 
Yolanda parlayed a small home- 
based wig business into a successful 
salon and designer boutique where 
celebrities, pageant contestants, and 
showgirls regularly shop for her 
feather and fur-trimmed designs. 
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Transfer Day provides info 
on 4-year colleges in the area 


Students get a chance 


to plan their futures 
after NECC 


By MAKEEBA FRASER 
Contributing Reporter 


Colleges and universities from 
New York, Massachusetts and across 
New England came to participate in 
the NECC transfer day on the 
Haverhill campus Oct. 22 in the 


Army National Guard and UPS were 
also there. 

First Class Sgt. Kelly said, “The 
Army National Guard is looking to 


recruit young men and women who ~ 


are intelligent and dedicated, who 
want to earn money for school, and 
receive part-time pay while serving 
their country.” 

The requirements for most of the 
colleges consisted of a 2.5 or better 
GPA average to be eligibleto get in, 
even though they said they sometimes 
receive students with a lower average. 

NECC Assistant Dean Grace 
Dimmick said, “The reason why we 


PSS tT 


The requirements for most of the 
colleges consist of a 2.5 of better GPA 
average to be eligible to get in. 


Behrakis Student Center cafeteria. 
These colleges included Salem 
State, Clark University, Elms College, 
BU-Metropolitan College, UMass- 
Lowell, Montserrat College, 
Cambridge College in Lawrence and 
the New England Culinary Institute. 
Apart from these schools, the 


have these transfer days is to assist 
students in letting them know what 
colleges are available and what they 
have to offer.” 

The next upcoming transfer day 
will be held on Nov. 12 at the 
Lawrence Campus from 9 a.m. to | 
p-m. 
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A representitive from Boston University shows off her display, 
which listed some highlights from BU’s Metropolitan College. 


‘No child left unrecruited’ 
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The military spends $2.7 billion 
annually on advertising and recruit- 
ing. Military recruiters are some of 
the most highly trained sales people 


The truth behind 
military recruiting 


By Scotr CASAZZA 
Contributing Reporter 


In January of 2002, President 
Bush signed the No Child Left 
Behind Act, a federal program 
allowing more access to funds for 
many public schools. Many people 
have heard of the bill, but might be 
surprised to know one of the 
requirements for qualifying. 

Buried in the 670 pages of offi- 
cial law jargon is a provision 
requiring public schools to provide 
military recruiters with access to 
school facilities, and provide con- 
tact information, including address 
and telephone number, for every 
student. 

The penalty for not complying? 
They will be cut off from all feder- 
al aid. 

According to Rick Jahnkow, 
the Program Director for the Youth 
and Non-military Opportunities 
Project in San Diego, this is a dan- 
gerous sign. 

“Giving military control or 
power over policy making that 
used to rest solely in the hands of 
our education facilities could be 
witnessed as the first step toward 
becoming a militaristic society.” 

Jahnkow also said that a similar 
law had been passed concerning 
colleges and universities in 1998. 

Some opposed to the law have 
dubbed it the “No Child Left 


in the world. 


Unrecruited Act” and question the 
release of personal information, 
especially of minors, without con- 
sent. 

The new law does give students 
the right to withhold their records. 
But school officials are given wide 
leeway in how to implement the 
law, and some are simply handing 
over student directories to 
recruiters without informing any- 
one — leaving students without 
any say in the matter. 

The military spends $2.7 bil- 
lion annually on advertising and 
recruiting. That includes the train- 
ing received by the recruiters them- 
selves. According to Jahnkow, mil- 
itary recruiters are some of the 
most highly trained sales people in 
the world. “They receive extensive 
training, more than many sales 
divisions of major companies.” 

That training and advertising 
coupled with the recent laws for 
schools means that today’s children 
face a bombardment of pressure to 
enter he military. 

For many of them the major 
benefit will be an opportunity to 
pay for college without having to 


pay back loans. Recent commer- 
cials for enlistment tout $50,000 
tag lines, citing programs like the 
Montgomery GI Bill and tuition 
assistance. Upon hearing these 
numbers, many students assume 
that the money is automatically 
available when they sign on the 
line. That is not true for most 
enlistees. 

“There are many conditions 
that must be met to qualify for any 
of those funds,” said Jahnkow, “let 


alone qualifying for the full 
amounts.” 
Recent studies show that 


around 70 percent of enlisted peo- 
ple do not ever receive money for 
college, and only about a third of 
those that do qualify receive the 
full compensation for school. 

Air Force Tsgt. Gregg 
Townsend, a recruiter based in 
North Andover points out that 
many enlistees don’t plan to go to 
college, so those percentages aren't 
accurate. 

“The money is there, and avail- 
able for anybody willing to work 
for it,” he said, “but it’s not a free 
ride.” 


Townsend said that the military 
isn’t for everyone, and his first job 
was to interview a candidate, and 
determine whether the military was 
the correct path for that individual. 

“I’m here because I know what 
the Air Force is all about, and | 
know what it has to offer, and how 
it can benefit people in the area.” 

Townsend’s advice for any per- 
son thinking of entering the mili- 
tary was to keep an open mind. 

“You are entering the military,” 
said Townsend, “It’s not going to 
be all fun and games.” 

He advised that any candidate 
for enlistment think seriously about 
the implications, and ask plenty of 
questions. Basically, consider the 
source, of course recruiters are 
going to sell the upsides, and brush 
over the downsides of military life. 

Townsend declined comment 
on whether or noi recruiters use 
misdirection to entice new recruits, 
instead directing that question 
toward AIC Parra Harrison, a new 
airman returning from technical 
training, and bringing his younger 
brother to the office to enlist. 

“Everything went just like he 
said it would,” Harrison said, 
“Sergeant Townsend was a great 
recruiter.” After which he gave 
Townsend a hug. 

Townsend and Jahnkow both 
agreed on one thing. It is important 
that any military candidate consid- 
er seriously the implications of 
joining the armed forces. We are 
fighting a war, and it is not to be 
taken lightly. 
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Rumfeld calls 
helicopter crash 
tragic but inevitable 


WASHINGTON (AP) 
Americans should view the dead- 
ly attack on an Army helicopter in 
Iraq as the tragic but inevitable 
cost of waging a long war, 
Defense Secretary Donald H. 
Rumsfeld said Sunday. 

President Bush’s Democratic 
rivals seized on the shootdown of 
the CH-47 Chinook transport 
helicopter, killing 15 soldiers and 
injuring 21, to press the adminis- 
tration to justify the mounting 
American death toll and to 
explain its strategy for getting out 
of Iraq. 

The strike occurred as an 
ABC-Washington Post poll, for 
the first time, found that a major- 
ity of people surveyed —S1 per- 
cent —now disapprove of the 
way Bush is handling Iraq. 

The president was at his 
Texas ranch, out of public sight 
Sunday. “Our will and resolve are 
unshakable,” said a White House 
spokesman traveling with Bush, 
even as the political fallout from 
the surge in violence against the 
American occupation spread. 

“We were misled into this 
conflict without a real strategy for 
success,” former NATO com- 
mander Wesley Clark told The 
Associated Press. Two other can- 
didates, Rep. Dick Gephardt and 
Sen. John Edwards, said the 
United States needs more interna- 
tional help in making Iraq safe. 

“We cannot solve this prob- 
lem alone,” Gephardt said on 
CBS’ Face the Nation. 


Number of hungry 
families in America 
is increasing 


WASHINGTON (AP) 


Despite the nation's struggle with 
obesity, the Agriculture 
Department says more and more 
American families are hungry or 
unsure whether they can afford 
to buy food. 

Some 12 million families 
last year worried they didn't have 
enough money to buy food, and 
32 percent of them actually expe- 
rienced someone going hungry at 
one time or another, said a 
USDA report released Friday. 

Nearly 3.8 million families 
were hungry last year to the point 
where someone in the household 
skipped meals because they 
couldn't afford them. That's 8.6 
percent more families than in 
2001, when 3.5 million were 
hungry, and a 13 percent increase 
from 2000. 

The report was based on a 
Census Bureau survey of 50,000 
households. It marks the third 
year in a row the department 
found a rise in the number of 
people who are hungry or uncer- 
tain of whether they can afford 
their next meal. 


Ordination of gay bishop at UNH 
draws protests, armed police 


DURHAM, N.H. (AP) It didn't 
look much like a church service 
from the outside. 

As 4,000 people filed into the 
University of New Hampshire's 
Whittemore Center sports arena 
Sunday afternoon, there were pro- 
testers to one side of the main 
entrance, supporters on the other 
side, and armed police officers on 
the roof. 

The occasion was the historic 
consecration of V. Gene Robinson as 
the first openly gay bishop in the 
Episcopal Church. 

Edward Simonton, an Anglican 
priest from the Oratory of the Good 
Shepherd in Canada, represented the 
archbishop of Canada. Simonton 


said he had been to many consecra- 
tions, but “I don't think anyone has 
ever been to something like this.” 

“It's a significant, symbolic 
thing. Poor old Gene Robinson is 
just a person, but he's more of a 
symbol at this point,” he said. 

Among the protesters was 
Charles Hockenbarger, 29, who was 
with 10 other protesters from Fred 
Phelps' church in Topeka, Kan, 

He claimed that in the Bible “‘it 
is just as plain as thou shalt not kill. 
Do we start ordaining convicted 
murderers now?” 

About 30 feet away, UNH stu- 
dents presented an opposite view, 
carrying signs such as, “Gay fine by 
me” and chanting, “Two, four, six, 


eight, Jesus loves you, 
straight.” 

Though at least 300 Robinson 
opponents gathered at a church 
about two miles away, the number of 
opponents outside the Whittemore 
Center peaked at about 25 compared 
with at least 225 in the pro- 
Robinson crowd. 

UNH English major Bethany 
Murabito was pleased and surprised 
that the first openly gay bishop was 
elected by New Hampshire. 

“I'm surprised it came from New 
Hampshire, where things are so con- 
servative. It's a step in the right 
direction,” she said. 


gay or 


Holyoke CC names interim president 


HOLYOKE, Mass. (AP) A 
Holyoke Community College admin- 
istrator who has worked at the school 
for three decades will temporarily 
lead the campus when its president 
steps down in December. 

Paul Raverta, vice president for 
student development for the past 10 
years, will serve as interim president, 
effective in January. The appointment 
was made recently by the school's 
board of trustees. 

Raverta will take over the job 


held for 28 years by David Bartley, a 
former speaker of the state House of 
Representatives. 

Raverta began working at HCC 
as an assistant professor of anatomy 
and physiology in 1974. He's served 
as the school's assistant director of 
continuing education, registrar and 
dean of student development. He's 
been vice president of student devel- 
opment since 1993. 

“I can think of no other individ- 
ual on campus who has such a com- 


prehensive knowledge of this col- 
lege," Bartley said. ‘In almost 30 
years of service to th college, Paul 
Raverta has proven himself commit- 
ted to student-centered learning, aca- 
demic excellence and diversity 
among our students, faculty and 
staff." 

HCC will begin the search for a 
new president in November. Trustees 
expect to make a final selection next 
summer. 


UNH trustees support zero tolerance 


policy after student riots 


KEENE, N.H. (AP) _ State uni- 
versity system trustees are support- 
ing University of New Hampshire 
administrators, who expelled one 
student and suspended two others 
following a Durham disturbance 
when the Boston Red Sox lost their 
chance to go to the World Series. 

Three other students left UNH 
voluntarily rather than face a con- 
duct hearing. All lose their tuition 
and other fees paid for the semester. 

“We need to do whatever we can 
to make sure the consequences are 
severe and that this kind of behavior 
is not tolerated at any of our institu- 
tions," trustee Ed Dupont said 
Thursday at a meeting at Keene 
State College. 

The boards resolution states: 

“The trustees fully endorse a 
policy of zero tolerance, and that the 
strongest possible measures be exer- 
cised within the provisions of law, 
which punishes any behavior that 
seriously breaches our institutional 
codes of conduct." It covers UNH, 
Keene State and Plymouth State 
University. 

UNH changed its conduct codes 


this summer to allow expulsion for 
rioting or inciting a riot. It was in 
response to an April disturbance in 
Durham, where students threw bot- 
tles at police and set fires after the 
schools hockey team lost a national 
championship game. Police arrested 
87 people, more than 50 of them 
UNH students. Four were suspended 
for one year, a fifth for half a year. 

On Oct. 17, 2,500 UNH students 
took to Main Street after the Red 
Sox lost the American League pen- 
nant to the New York Yankees. 
Police used pepper spray and clubs 
to disperse students, who threw bot- 
tles from rooftops, blocked streets 
and sidewalks and, in one instance, 
fired a paintball at a police officer. 

Another officer was hit in the 
face with a rock. 

The students who were arrested 
were put on interim suspension right 
away, and those who left UNH 
before going through a conduct hear- 
ing will have the suspension on their 
permanent record, UNH President 
Ann Weaver Hart said. One student 
was suspended for two years. 

Eight UNH hockey players were 


suspended for two games after defy- 
ing Coach Dick Umile's team orders 
to stay away from downtown after 
the Red Sox game. 

UNH recently hosted a student 
summit to discuss causes and pre- 
vention of student riots. UNH fol- 
lowed one recommendation after the 
Red Sox game, providing an on- 
campus venue with pizza and soft- 
drinks. Students came through and 
then headed to Main Street, anyway. 

Hart said the university is look- 
ing at other measures, including 
legal reforms to toughen laws on 
rioting. Students who went through 
the court system after the April dis- 
turbance came out with an average 
$600 fine or less, she said. State laws 
on carrying open alcohol containers 
call for mandatory minimum fines of 
$300 for a first offense and $600 for 
a second offense. 

UNH officials are meeting with 
merchants, discussing better surveil- 
lance techniques, looking for more 
law enforcement tips on crowd con- 
trol and focusing on alcohol abuse 
and prevention, Hart said. 


Dance turns violent at Regis College 


WESTON, Mass. (AP) A student 
dance at Regis College turned violent 
after a fight broke out early Saturday 
morning, ending with one person 
stabbed and six arrested, the college 
said. 

The dance Friday night was orga- 
nized by a student organization and 
the 300 attendees included both 
Regis College students and outsiders, 
said college spokeswoman Marjorie 
Arons-Barron. 

The fight broke out at about | 
a.m. Saturday between two groups of 


people, none of whom were Regis 
College students, Arons-Barron said. 

The dance was stopped and cam- 
pus police cleared the hall. After this, 
further fights broke out in the parking 
lot, and one person was stabbed, the 
college said. 

The man, who was not identified, 
was treated at Newton Wellesley 
Hospital and released, Arons-Barron 
said. 

He and five other people will be 
arraigned Monday in Waltham 
District Court on charges of trespass- 


ing and disorderly conduct. 

After the fights, all visitors were 
told to leave campus, and all residen- 
tial buildings were searched, as the 
dance was next to a residence hall. 

College president Mary Jane 
England called the incident “highly 
unusual and regrettable," and said the 
six who were arrested will be perma- 
nently banned from the campus. 

Regis College is a women's col- 
lege in Weston, about 15 miles from 
Boston. 


World News 


Compiled by the Observer staff 
from AP wire reports 
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Iraq neighbors call 
for cooperation on 
stabilizing borders 


DAMASCUS, Syria (AP) 
Regional states on Sunday called 
for cooperation on controlling 
Iraq's porous borders and urged 
U.S.-led forces to restore order to 
the violence-plagued Middle 
Eastern nation. 

The foreign ministers of Iraq's 


neighbors — Syria, Iran, Turkey, 
Saudi Arabia, Kuwait and Jordan 
—plus politically influential 


Egypt, also condemned terrorist 
bombings in Iraq and expressed 
support for Baghdad's U.S.- 
appointed interim administration, 
welcoming the body that boycotted 
the weekend ministerial session to 
join in future talks. The next meet- 
ing was set for Kuwait, but no date 
was given, 


Iran complains of 
‘excessive demands’ 
from inspectors 


TEHRAN, Iran (AP) _ Iran's 
supreme leader said Sunday that 
“excessive demands” from abroad 
could prompt Tehran to retreat 
from a recent commitment to give 
inspectors from the U.N. nuclear 
watchdog more access to its atom- 
ic facilities. 

The warning by Ayatollah Ali 
Khamenei comes as_ the 
International Atomic Energy 
Agency evaluates a dossier on 
Iran's nuclear program that Tehran 
supplied to meet an Oct. 31 dead- 
line to prove it is not developing 
atomic weapons —as U.S. officials 
believe. 

Iran agreed last month to allow 
unfettered inspections of its 
nuclear facilities and to stop 
enriching uranium —a process that 
creates fuel for nuclear plants but 
also can be used to build weapons. 


India leader critical 
of Pakistan’s failure 
to stop cross-border 
terrorism 


HYDERABAD, India (AP) _ 
Pakistan's failure to rein in cross- 
border terrorism in Indian-admin- 
istered Kashmir continues to 
stymie peace initiatives between 
the nuclear-armed neighbors, 
Indian Deputy Prime Minister Lal 
Krishna Advani said Sunday. 

“The response has been disap- 
pointing,” Advani, India's powerful 
No. 2 leader, told reporters in the 
southern city of Hyderabad. 

“We have been very much con- 
cerned that there should be evi- 
dence of sincerity in wanting to 
stop cross border terrorism. | am 
sorry to say that this has not been 
forthcoming.” 

India says it will not accept 
Pakistan's long-standing offer of 
peace talks until Islamabad ends its 
backing for Pakistan-based Islamic 
militants, who wage a cross-border 
war in Indian-controlled Kashmir. 
Pakistan denies it supports terror- 


ists with money or weapons. 


Page 10 NECC Observer 


Nov. 5, 2003 


Features 


Reflections on balancing work, school 


Working students are 
everywhere on the 
college campus 


By LAUREN CARROLL 
Contributing Reporter 


Students at NECC have quite a 
full load, often juggling homework, 
school, a social life, and a job. 

College students have a bundle 
of financial responsibilities, like 
tuition, car payments and books, and 


eee 


I have a tough time creating 
a balance between my 
work, my free time, and my 


scholastic studies. 


—Pat Curly 


meeting these demands often 
requires holding a job. College is a 
time in a person’s life where money 
is a definite necessity, 

Shelley Gould, a full-time stu- 
dent at NECC from Salem, N.H., 
says that college and working is “a 


lot of work, and it keeps you out of 


trouble— parents love it.” 

This is Gould’s first semester at 
Northern Essex, and she is studying 
early childcare education. 

Between fitting in a social life 
and attending six courses a week, 
Gould has to accommodate the 
schedule of her job, to which she 
devotes “25-30 hours a week.” 
Some students enjoy their busy 
lifestyles, including Terri Rogers 
from Salisbury. 

Also a full-time student study- 
ing early childcare education, 
Rogers works at Governor Dummer 
Academy in Byfield. 

“Working — dis- 
tracts me from the 
pressures of college, 
it keeps me busy, and 
it makes the week- 
ends come quicker,” 
said Rogers. 

When asked if 
work is too much of 
a distraction, she said 


that she does not 
believe so. 
“No, if I didn’t 


have to work I would 
distract myself with 
something else.” 

Focusing on 
school and its importance can be 
tough for working college students, 
like Pat Curley, a new employee at 
Shaw’s in Seabrook, N.H. 

“| have a tough time creating a 
balance between my work, my free 
time and my scholastic studies,” 
Curley said, a full-time student and 
who is studying General Studies 


Friends, food, 


Fitness center is the 
place to be for some, 
undiscovered for many 


By BRENDA BOLDUC 
Contributing Reporter 


Along with many other students, 
freshmen Guillermo Pena, 20, and 
Abraham Torres, 18, can be found at 
the Wellness and Fitness Center 
almost every day. They enjoy playing 
pool, ping-pong, basketball, hanging 
out with friends and getting to know 
the other students. 

Besides the ping-pong, pool, and 
basketball, there are different activi- 
ties each day. In recent weeks events 
have included a hike around Kenoza 
Lake to view the foliage. Upcoming 
events include a 9-ball pool tourna- 
ment, and a ping-pong tournament. 

Shaye Matthews, who is in 
charge of the activities, had all types 
of things planned Tuesday, Oct. 21 
for Recreation Day. Not only inside 
activities, but outside as well, flag 
football, volleyball and soccer just to 
name a few. 

Unfortunately, the weather didn’t 
cooperate, and they were only able to 
get in a single game of flag football 
before the sky opened up and the rain 
ruined all other outdoor activities for 
the day. 

Because this was also Alcohol 
Awareness Week, Matthews wanted 
to show the students how even just a 


small amount of alcohol can impair 
reflexes and judgement. 

She had students volunteer to 
perform a simple task by wearing 
special goggles. These goggles 
allowed you to experience how your 
perceptions of things change after 
consuming only a few beers. 

Matthews had the students shoot 
three nerf basketballs into a hoop less 
than a few feet which it 
seemed no one could accomplish. 


away, 


Pena took the challenge. He is a 


oe 


Lauren Carroll photo 


During a sunny afternoon on the Haverhill campus, students find time for academic work. From 
left, students Shelly Good, Terri Rogers and Pat Curley. 


Nursing during his first semester at 
NECC. 

“| always procrastinate,” contin- 
ued Curley, a 20-year-old who 
resides in Hampton, N.H. 

Not everyone is as lucky as Ben 


Clemenzi, an unemployed full-time 
student studying Liberal Arts. Since 


he doesn’t work, he has plenty of 


time for his studies. 
“T spend a lot of time on my 
homework,” said Clemenzi, who 


lives in Haverhill and helps pay 
tuition with financial aid. Referring 
to school, he said, “It’s like a 9-5 
job, but I really love it.” 


pingpong, and more 


member of the NECC 
men’s basketball team 
and was amazed at 
how he wasn’t even 
able to get close to the 
hoop. 

“What a_ weird 
feeling, I’ve never felt 
what it’s like to be 
drunk,” he said. When 
asked if he thought 
he’d be able to drive a 


car, he said, 


Brenda Bolduc photos 


At top, Sue MacAvoy and Shaye Matthews invite students to use recreational offerings in the 
fitness center. Above, pool sharks circle the tables. 


“Definitely not.” 

Pena’s friend, Torres, said the 
experience was “crazy and confus- 
ing.” 

For their efforts, Matthews hand- 
ed out plastic cones filled with pop- 
corm. 

Before Matthews came aboard 
this fall, Sue MacAovy ran the activ- 
ities for seven years. 

“It’s a good place for students to 
come and relieve stress between 
classes, talk with other students, and 
enjoy the whole college experience,” 
she said. 

Matthews and MacAovy say 
ping-pong has become very popular 
and if they had the room to put out 
more tables, they’re sure the tables 
would constantly be full. 

Recreation sports have always 
been available here at NECC. They 
are open from Ila.m. to Ip.m., 
Monday through Friday. Students 
can find a schedule of all future 
events at the fitness center. 

They also have a nice snack bar. 
They serve things like popcorn, soda, 
candy and more. Newly named this 
year as, The Knights Table. 

It costs nothing to participate in 
these activities, with the exception of 
playing pool. The charge is $3 dollars 
an hour, so everyone has the opportu- 
nity to play. 

Matthews also said that if there 
are any activities students would like 
to suggest, she would be glad to hear 
them. 
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‘Wanna be a Renaissance Person?’ 


Liberal Arts game show 
will happen live on campus 
Noy. 7 in Bentley Library 


By BILL DONOVAN 
News Editor 


So you think you have what it takes to be 
an NECC renaissance person? Are you a 
keen, intellectual student, willing to test 
your knowledge on various topics for a great 
prize? If your answer is yes, then NECC’s 
quiz show “Who Wants to be a Renaissance 
Person?” is just for you. 

Taking place live Nov. 
7 at noon on campus in the 
Bentley Library 


eg Ce 


“Renaissance” staff. They were surprised by 
the turnout they received from the student 
body. 

“350 students participated in the first 
round from word of mouth. 100 plus took 
the second round in the library,” Devellis 
said. 

“Lots of students competed in the second 
round,” Stuart added. 

Questions scholars are being asked in 
the rounds vary from liberal arts to science 
and math topics. Most of the problems were 
created by NECC faculty members and 
Liberal Arts professors. Their main goal in 
these questions are to commend students for 
their knowledge and hard work in attending 
the college. 

“The purpose of this 
quiz is a good one—to 
reward students for their 
achievements as well as 


Conference Center, the 350 students particpated celebrate the knowledge 
winner or winners could they have gained from 
in the first round from : 
receive up to $1,000 in attending Northern 
financial aid. With two word of mouth ae z Devellis 
rounds already complete, c, explained. 
: - — Sandra Devellis The reward victorious 


finalists and NECC faculty 
are getting ready for the 
final showdown, the third 
round, this week. 

Styled after the popu- 
lar “Who Wants To Be a Millionaire?” ABC 
game show, the event was created by the 
Liberal Arts Revitalization Committee, or 
LARK. This will be the third time the game 
show has been showcased on campus. 

“It’s an attempt to showcase all of the 
learning and interesting knowledge students 
have acquired with the Liberal Arts pro- 
gram,” commented Sandra Devellis, NECC 
professor and staff member of “Renaissance 
Person.” 

Students competing in the first and sec- 
ond rounds were asked a series of multiple 
choice questions in the Bentley Library by 
Reference Librarian Gail Stuart and 


scholars will receive Nov. 
7 was donated by the 
NECC Alumni 
Association as well as 
other groups. 

“We’re really happy to be able to help 
out. It’s a great way to give back to the col- 
lege. | hope we can do this again in the near 
future,” commented Libby Jensen, NECC 
Alumni Coordinator. 

The staff of “Who Wants to be a 
Renaissance Person?” promises round three 
to be an exciting and humorous event. At the 
same time, they seek to inspire the finalists 
to do their very best. 

“We’re trying to keep good humor, ask 
good questions as well as encourage them to 
succeed,” Devellis explained. 


i 


photo courtesy Prof. Carol Barron 


Leo daVinci, the ultimate Renaissance person, has been seen roaming the halls of 
Spurk recruiting for the game designed to encourage interest in the liberal arts. 


‘As You Like It opens this week at Top Notch 


Students revive a 
Shakespeare comedy on 
NECC stage 


By DusTIN GRAY 
Contributing Reporter 


Northern Essex’s Theater Department is 
getting pumped up again during its final 
weeks of rehearsal for the upcoming produc- 
tion of William Shakespeare’s “As You Like 
It” play. 

The play is being directed by Professor 
Jim Murphy and begins on Nov. 7 at the Top 
Notch Theatre. There 
will be additional show- 
ings almost every day 
through Nov. 16. 

“As You Like It” is 
Shakespearian romantic 
comedy that combines 


Show Times 


‘As You Like It’ 


week since the end of September. 

Besides scheduled rehearsals, everyone 
in the cast contributes to other important 
details of the production such as, building the 
set, organizing scenes, and a select few have 
even lent a hand in costume design. 

All of the costumes were designed and 
made by production assistant and NECC 
Professor Susan Sanders and Janna Ruth 
Jenner, who is a graduate of Northern Essex. 

Murphy has been teaching theater for 
more than 25 years and directing even longer. 
He does ask a lot of his actors, but with a 
directorial resume filled with works like 
“Macbeth,” “Our Town” and “A Christmas 
Carol,” his sometimes demanding style can be 


justified. 


“T expect all of their energies and efforts to 
go into trying to 
realize the role,” 
Murphy said of his 
cast. 

Basically, as 
long as these young 


n | : actors are doing 
elements of love, conflict Opens this week their best, that’s all 
and exile. It’s the classic in the Top Notch Theater he can ask of them. 
story of the good guy So with a great 
being exiled, young cast and a great 
lovers being separated, Nov. 7-9 at 8 p.m. director, I think we 
and the antagonistic ruler can look forward to 
who makes life difficult Nov. 13-15 at 8 p.m. an excellent 


for anyone that opposes 
him. 

The actors in this play 
are all students here at 
NECC and have been 
rehearsing four nights a 


Nov. 16 at 3 p.m. 


Shakespearian pro- 
duction in early 
November. 


Dustin Gray photo 


Actors rehearse Shakespeare’s “As You Like It” in the Top Notch Theater. 


~* 


_ 


Page 12 NECC Observer 


Nov. 5, 2003 


__ Arts & Entertamment 


New music has an old flavor on these albums 
by Big Fast Car and Mike Errico 


By SHEILA BAILEY 
Arts & Entertainment Editor 


Mike Errico 

“Skimming” 

I read some quotes about Mike Errico that 
tossed off lots of exciting phrases like “new 
generation of folk music” and “innovative mix 
of punk and folk”. Reviewers talk about this 
great new genre that includes people like Ani 
Difranco. 

I wouldn’t call this mix of punk and folk a 
“new genre”. It’s actually been around a lot 
longer, there were simply 
fewer people doing it 
decades ago. Mike Errico’s 
style is very familiar sound- 
ing, it reminds me a lot of at 
least one well known per- 
former to come out of the 
New York area in the past. 

However, just because 
the style is familiar doesn’t 
mean his music is boring or 
unoriginal. “Skimming” is a 
nice, atmospheric cd. It’s 
honest and passionate, with 
insightful but simple lyrics. 
| liked it, although I’ve heard his live shows are 
what he is best known for. That probably 
means he won’t do well on the radio, which is 
too bad because I think we could all use a break 
from John Mayer. 

Big Fast Car 

“The Drive Ep” 


can 6 Carian 


It’s left really ambigious =~». 


ing if we’re meant to 


Big Fast Car is billed as Iggy Pop style ro 

k, and | can definitely see that. This Detroit 
based band is a prime example of good garage 
rock. I can honestly say I mostly liked this 
album. 

The lyrics are interesting, and could easily 
stand alone without the music if they had to. 
“Innocent”, “Calliope” and “Liberty’s Lament” 
really stand out. 

I found “Liberty’s Lament” confusing 
though. Lyrics like the following are difficult to 
determine the meaning of. 

“wrapped in their religion, like a mummy 
in a tomb 

birthright drenched in blood, they came 
spittin from the 
womb 

condemn 
the non-believ- 
consign 


them all to hell 


and I can’t help wonder- 


watch the 
ashes from a 
distance, on the 


hear it that way. day the towers 


fell 

Someone 
coming down 
the road, carrying a gun 

With a holy book beneath his arm, I think 
we better run” 

Are they talking about Muslim 
Fundamentalists, or Christian Fundamentalists, 
or are they actually talking about what a mess 
both groups have now made? It’s left really 
ambiguous and | can’t help wondering if we’re 


es tig Serta 


mikeerrico.com photo 


Mike Errico is par tof a “new breed” of singer songwriters. 


meant to hear it that way. 

“The Drive” had too much of a frantic, 
intense pace. To be able to listen to the whole 
thing, the listener might have to be in a certain 


kind of mood. Don’t get this cd out when 
you're trying to relax, drive, or get romantic. | 
highly recommend it for parties though. 


Elliot Smith dies, is mourned as a 
‘sharp but sweet’ singer 


By Tom Moon 
Knight Ridder Newspapers 


(KRT) — To most consumers of pop music, 
Elliott Smith blipped on the screen exactly once 
when his hushed song “Miss Misery,” written 
for the closing credits of the 1997 film “Good 
Will Hunting,” became a hit and was nominat- 
ed for an Oscar. 

But to a smaller constellation of listeners, 
Smith, found dead in his Los Angeles apart- 
ment Tuesday night from an apparently self- 
inflicted stab wound to the chest, was one of the 
most promising poets of the post-grunge era. 

Smith, 34, was an omnivore whose record- 
ings threaded motifs from sunny ‘60s pop and 
shoe-gazing “80s mope-rock and folk into rev- 
elatory, multihued music. He wasn’t a maverick 
in the Kurt Cobain sense. Or a satyr consumed 
by passion, like the late Jeff Buckley. 

Though he lived with his girlfriend, he was 
an artistic recluse who observed life from a 
perch in the corner. His lyrics were thoughtful 
commentaries disguised as ragged, extempora- 
neous monologues. But as he pondered loneli- 
ness and human cruelty, Smith’s acidic words 
and painfully sharp perceptions were softened 
by his easygoing melodies, which had a boyish 
innocence. 

In “Tomorrow Tomorrow,” on his 


a 


On stage, he sometimes 
looked profoundly 
uncomfortable. 


mtv.com photo 


Elliot Smith failed to reach a mainstream audience despite his underground pop- 


ularity. 


1998 album “XO,” Smith described fame in 
typically withering terms —‘“They took your 
life apart, they called your failures art” — as 
the music bubbled happily underneath, lessen- 
ing the sting. 

Like many of his heroes, Nick Drake, Brian 
Wilson,darkness was Smith’s muse. He sang 
about rejection with a wistful air, and could 
sound as if he were enduring an ordeal and 
romanticizing its aftershocks at the same time. 

Smith, who was working on music for a CD 
planned for the spring, struggled with depres- 
sion and drug and alcohol addiction. In inter- 
views, he could be sullen and cranky, and on 
stage he sometimes looked profoundly uncom- 
fortable. He spoke haltingly, in cryptic mum- 
bles, and though he was forthright about his 
addictions, he said his lyrics were not autobio- 
graphical. 

“I don’t feel like my songs are particularly 
fragile or revealing,” the Nebraska native, who 
grew up in Dallas and Portland, Ore., told the 
Los Angeles Times in 1998. “It’s not like a 


diary, and they’re not intended to be any sort of 
super-intimate, confessional singer-songwriter- 
ish thing.” 

Indirectly, of course, Smith’s experiences 
did enrich his songs. He knew what faltering 
felt like, the effort it takes to keep one’s soul 
together and then to lose. His music was pro- 
found without being corny as it expressed 
empathy for those caught in hardly heroic daily 
struggles. 

For all their introspection, Smith’s narra- 
tives were never self-obsessed. Part of the cred- 
it goes to his musical curiosity: Where other 
singer-songwriters use a spiderweb of acoustic- 
guitar arpeggios as their constant backdrop, 
Smith wrote in a diverse range of styles. 

Some of his buoyant, impossibly melodic 
songs (“Sweet Adeline,” “Bled White”) recall 
the florid psychedelia of the Beatles, while oth- 
ers (“Waltz #2”) are set in a stately Germanic 
oompah rhythm. He was good at agitated rock 

before setting off on his own, he was in a 
fondly remembered Portland band called 


—_¢¢——__ 


Indirectly,of course, 
Smith’s experiences 
did enrich his songs. 


Heatmiser. And while he was expert at elabo- 
rate vocal chorales, he was equally at home 
singing plaintive guy-with-guitar songs. 

Smith — who said he started calling him- 
self Elliott in middle school because his real 
name, Steve, was too “jockish” began his solo 
career with the 1994 album “Roman Candle. 
But it wasn’t until 1997’s “Ejither/Or that he 
began to attract widespread attention. “XO, the 
following year, was hailed as the work of a 
major talent and turned up on many critics’ 
best-of-year lists. 

“Miss Misery,” which is on the “Good Will 
Hunting” soundtrack but none of Smith’s solo 
albums, illustrated the ephemeral nature of pop 
fame. When the movie was hot, his dejected lit- 
tle song seemed to be everywhere, but the 
attention didn’t translate into sustained sales of 
his own works. The masterly “XO” failed to 
connect with the older listeners who might have 
appreciated the sophistication of his composi- 
tions. 

Though he performed occasionally, Smith 
spent most of the last two years writing and 
recording. He issued a seven-inch single _ 
“Pretty (Ugly Before)” _ on Seattle’s Suicide 
Squeeze label in August, and had composed at 
least two discs’ worth of material for a set ten- 
tatively titled “From a Basement on the Hill.” 

Smith’s label, DreamWorks Records, had 
no comment Wednesday about the project. 
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The Quigmans By Buddy Hickerson KRT 


CAPTAIN RIBMAN © Tele-Visions by Sprengelmeyer & Davis 


THE TROUBLES 
WE BREAK OF GAZILLIONAIRES 


AWAY FROM THE SURE TAKES THE STIN 
HELLISH WILDFIRES IN i ae: la RL 


THE BANKRUPT STATE 
OF CALIFORNIA FOR ager ni efi seco 
THIS NEWS BULLETIN: BY DEBT, SMOKE 
KOBE BRYANT AND FLAMES! 
JUST SAT NEXT TO 
SHAQUILLE O'NEAL ON 
THE LAKERS BENCH. 
WE'LL KEEP IT HERE AS 
THIS MEGA-STORY 
DEVELOPS... 


creery REGGAE Stee Pry 
Herp Here 


= 
8 
g 
= 
8 
& 
& 
FA 
4 
& 


YOUR HEADUGHT'S OUT. 
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O03 Trbune Medi« 
Hoping to engage an older, more organic, folkie 
crowd, the Herb Girls hit the pipeline. 


OFFCAMPUS (3) JORYWALL & BRADBOWERSOX 


DRANGLE ME WITH Tf lF HE KEeers THIS 
CRAWKLY GBINDLEWURILES, vg, HE witt RE 


SEE 1 DON'T... A SEAT POET. 


WHOA BUDDY, CHEW 
THE CUPCAKE... 


“Your tests look good, but I’m keeping you here 
for a few more days, ‘cause your nose is warm.” 


THE 


ADVENTURES 


OF STAIRWAY I 
TO HEAVEN. I 


ELYSIAN FIELDS. 
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“You think YOU have it bad ... 
| was the first monkey in space and 
| can't even get a driver's license.” 
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The Quigmans By Buddy Hickerson KRT 


WHAT DO YoU 
WANT IN A 


RELATIONSHIP? 
(4 
CR 


Derm BoM Hew AE Leer sv» ass S3BUUI Boy LOOT 0) 


£7 "Ss Lb 
SS 


“| was gonna scare the heck out of you last night, 
but I’m actually the ghost of a coward.” 


Q) 


REALISTICALLY | 
WHAT Do You 


5 
aa AERA ee 


ACROSS 
1 Chowder chunk 
5 Blunt 
9 Temple table 

14 Nimbus 

15 New York canal 

16 Sierra Nevada 

lake 

17 Surrounded by 

18 Locate 

19 Alan Ladd 

classic 

20 Apparent 

22 Spoke cat 

23 Favor 

24 Glum drop? 

25 Hearten 

28 Work for 

32 Evidenced 

anxiety 

35 Make merry 

37 Halloween cry 

38 Duck 

39 Pole 

40 Greek letter 

42 Profit figure 

43 River of Cologne 

45 Rabbit residence z 

46 Sat and cpl pepper Services, Inc. 

48 Nome resident 

50 Sibilant sound 


— 


“| used to be thin and dashing ... Then | started 
biting people in the Midwest.” 


- = ? a SS 

| a 
YourR DeNTuRe ADHesive's VERY 
GOoD, IRA... BuT MY ADvice (¢ 
To GeT yourseLF A STRONGER 
Neck. 


52 Consume 9 Lost Solutions 
56 Creamy 10 City near 
59 Savior Rawalpindi [s[aJA[o gf efo[alo}] 
61 Venomous 11 Melt uy [| 
serpent 12 Top-drawer 3 3 
62 the line 13 Marsh growth | 
(obeyed) 21 Guitar brand a 
63 City on the 22 Come together 
Truckee 24 Exchanges ME} 
: 64 Sharon of Israel 26 Dangers 
: 65 Hard or soft 27 Entertainer 
By, SS finish Massey 
RK 66 Formerly, 29 Cover for a 
if ° formerly crook 
pe SES 67 Unkempt 30 Campus mil 
o~ eye 68 Nose alert grp. 
3 69 Colorants 31 Ark builder 
32 Actor Sean 
4 —e S DOWN 33 With in Arles 
a z 1 Title holder 34 Stoic 
5 as 2 Harry Truman's philosopher 
zi birthplace 36 Natural gas 51 Country on the 57 Oliver's request 
3 Type of skirt constituent Adriatic 58 Kimono sashes 
4 Altered 41 Yearned 53 Fine-grained 59 Word with block 
5 Postpones 44 Hodgepodge corundum or house 
-—-— — ene 6 “Exodus” author 47 Beaches 54 Intuit 60 Younger 
7 Dryertrappings 49 Margot of 55 Jogs Saarinen 


8 Set the pace “Superman” 56 Swindle 62 Tango team 
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One guy’s fashion sense 


An adaptation of the 
popular fashion 
makeover show 


By WILL BUNKER 
Contributing Reporter 


Anyone who has seen the show 
“Queer Eye for the Straight Guy” 
knows how much fun it is. 

I recently watched it and thought I 
could, with the help of some lady 
friends, put my own spin on the hit 
show from Bravo. 

For those of you who don’t know 
what the show is about, a group of five 
gay men, the “Fab Five,” teach fashion 
sense to a lucky straight male contes- 
tant. 

By the end of the show, the boys 
have produced a decidedly trendy and 
hip fellow, who is now ready for what- 
ever big occasion he needed their help 
getting ready for. 

I thought that me and the girls 
could offer some help to the many mis- 
guided bachelors out there. Call it, 
“Straight Eye for the Straight Guy.” 

I personally enjoy cargo pants. Not 
only are they comfortably baggy, but 
have plenty of carrying capacity. 

I like to carry around lots of stuff. 
My notebooks and pens and cell phone 
and mp3 player all fit comfortably 
within spacious pockets of the cargos. 

As for shirts, I like to be funny and 
decorative. 

Weather permitting, t-shirts are my 
favorite. I like the colorful stripe 
| around the end of the sleeve and the 
collar, and | try to sport some kind of 
cartoon, cereal, nifty logo or character 
on the front. Also, if there is something 
funky on the back, then all the better. 


(KRT) 

For the week Novy. 3-9, 2003 
Aries (March 21-April 20). 
| Older officials may provide misinfor- 
mation or faulty instructions early 
| this week. Remain alert over the next 
| nine days and avoid publicly chal- 
| lenging the ideas of others. At pre- 
| sent, workplace relations may require 
a steady commitment to seniority or 
an affirmation of traditional rules. Go 
slow and thoroughly explain all 
changes. After Friday, an unexpected 
triangle between friends may be 
bothersome. Romantic announce- 
ments or quick family decisions may 
| be at issue. 

Taurus (April 21-May 20). 
Monday through Thursday, planned 
‘events are easily postponed. 
Conflicting information, minor dis- 
agreements or last-minute revisions 
may cause delays. Remain diplomat- 
‘ic and expect detailed discussions. 
By mid-November, new social rules 
will need to be established. Later this 
week, past financial mistakes are 
accented. Pay special attention to 
loan applications, public funding and 
permissions from lending institu- 
tions. Outdated restrictions may soon 
reappear. 

Gemini (May 21-June 21). 
-Yesterday’s decisions may be pub- 
licly debated. Late Monday, expect 
long-term friends to challenge estab- 
lished ideas or actively probe for 


T-shirt texture quality is crucial. 
Some materials feel stiff, rough or do 
not stretch. Mine have to be soft and 
pliant. I'll reject a T-shirt if it’s uncom- 
fortable, even if it has my favorite char- 
acter, The Tick, on it. 

I often wear a button down shirt, 
opened, over the T-shirt, especially if it 
is a little chilly out. It could be long 
sleeve or short sleeve, but it should be 
plain enough not to distract from the T- 
shirt. Tribal designs are acceptable, but 
nothing too flashy or formal. 

Hats designate social power. If you 
can pull off a good hat, than you have 
some authority. 

A hat has to be treated like a T-shirt, 
as far as the logo is concerned. It must 
be the right size to fit just above your 
ears and cover your hair. | would not 
stray from the baseball cap design. 

Shoes make the man, right? 

I am particular about my shoes. 


answers. Group alliances and private 
loyalties may be key issues. Remain 
cheerful and provide detailed infor- 
mation. . 

Cancer (June 22-July 
Charisma and personal influence are 
high this week. After Tuesday, expect 
colleagues and key officials to seek 
your opinion, advice or participation. 
By late Wednesday, social relation- 
ships may also be affected. Respond 
quickly to unique requests, fast pro- 
posals or sudden flirtations, At pre- 
sent, friends and relatives may need 
to witness public displays of loyalty. 
Late this weekend, physical energy 
may fade. Plan cozy encounters. 
Loved ones will accept all invita- 
tions. 

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22). A friend 
or lover may question your past 
motives or habits. Loyalties, roman- 
tic decisions and shared history 
between friends are key issues. Wait 
for full disclosure before offering an 
opinion. Over the next nine days, 
complex social information may be 
revealed. After Friday, business rou- 
tines and daily work expectations 
may begin to change. Before 
December, mentors and older offi- 
cials will accept new suggestions. 
Boldly express your needs. This is 
the right t 

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). 
Colleagues or close friends may 
openly debate the policies of key 


22). 


Shoes must first be comfortable, since I 
spend a lot of my time on my feet. 

The shoes must be secondary to the 
rest of the outfit, but support it fully. 
Shoes that are super funky or brightly 
colored are too much. 

| avoid all white shoes. I have often 
gone for black Airwalks with white 
laces, or Vans skateboard shoe. 
Sometimes I do up the black boots, but 
combining them with baggy blue jeans 
is difficult. 

Sometimes I toss on my sweetie’s 
scarf with my outfit. As long as it’s not 
a collared shirt, I think it is fantastic. 
Even if it looks dumb, I love it because 
it is from my baby. 

Not caring what others think of the 
way you dress is critical to conducting 
yourself in a socially powerful manner. 
Anyone who does not already know 
that needs more help than | have time to 


| Finally Friday 


| A weekly support group for NECC women 
| sponsored by the Women’s Network 


Special discussion topics will include: 


* Keeping Balance 
& MBL Overview 


Study Skills I I] 
& Stress Management 


give. 


% 


‘i 
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officials. Workplace improvement 
and added responsibilities will be the 
eventual results. Use this time to out- 
line key sources of information or 
ask for group support. Tuesday 
through Friday, also highlight unex- 
pected social or romantic informa- 
tion. New relationships or minor 
arguments between friends will soon 
be ongoing themes. Later this week- 
end rest. Physical vitality may be 
low. 

Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). Home 
discussions prove rewarding this 
week. Late Tuesday, expect recently 
silent loved ones to provide a unique 
insight into their long-term family 
goals or romantic needs. Private 
decisions will soon bring clarity to 
sluggish or uneventful relationships. 
Probe for new information and 
expect sudden admissions, Over the 
next few weeks, lovers and close rel- 
atives will need to boldly discuss 
their past actions and daily expecta- 
tions. Listen carefully. Your empathy 
is needed. 

Scorpio (Oct. 24-Nov. 22). 
Social and romantic sensuality may 
be unusually high this week. At pre- 
sent, loved ones may wish to explore 
creative communications or revised 
rules of intimacy. Gather complete 
information before offering an opin- 
ion. Emotional progress in key rela- 
tionships is highly favored. After 
Friday, financial resources and new 


> Preparing for Finals 


September 12 &f 19 
October 3 

October 17 
November 7 


December 5 


Fridays 


Beginning September 5, 2003 
Noon ~ 1:00 p.m. 
F-139 (Student Center) 


Come once, occasionally, or consistently! 


For information call 
The Career Development Center 978.556.3722 


income sources will require careful 
scrutiny. Legal conflicts, delayed 
payments or written mistakes may 
prove costly. Stay focused. 
Sagittarius (Nov. 23-Dec. 21). 
Group assignments may lead to fast 
career adjustments or revised daily 
routines. Many Sagittarians will be 
offered an unexpected promotion. 
Progress, however, may be tempo- 
rary. After mid-November, key offi- 
cials will work hard to re-establish 
previous roles and _ schedules. 
Thursday through Sunday, romantic 
and social invitations will increase. 
Expect potential lovers and new 
friends to actively request your atten- 
tion. Trust your instincts. All is well. 
Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 20). 
Business documents work to your 
advantage this week. Written agree- 
ments, although briefly delayed, will 
soon offer vital breakthroughs. Stay 
committed to long-term gains and 
watch for revised definitions. Before 
next week, romantic decisions may 
also be needed. Be consistent and 
expect lovers or trusted friends to 
review yesterday's choices. 
Aquarius (Jan. 21-Feb. 19). 
Friends and lovers may expand their 
social habits, group affiliations or 
romantic plans. All are positive but 
may also lead to minor family con- 
flicts. Refuse to be derailed. Over the 
next nine days, key relationships will 
benefit from bold statements and 


publicly reaffirmed goals. Later this 
week, workplace power struggles 
may prove annoying. Younger col- 
leagues will ask for special favors or 
permissions... 

Pisces (Feb. 20-March 20). 
Wisdom and social reflection are 
strongly accented over the next nine 
days. Although reluctant to ask for 
help, loved ones may seek your guid- 
ance or expertise. Offer a solid 
reminder of past values and long- 
term ideals. A reliable commitment 
to past promises is now best. After 
Wednesday, financial demands 
increase.. 

If your birthday is this week ... 
Expect close relatives to initiate deli- 
cate business, career or financial dis- 
cussions. Before mid-December, 
loved ones will request a detailed 
description of your short-term 
lifestyle choices and long-term goals. 
Take none of it personally. At pre- 
sent, family members may need to 
feel more involved in your life. Early 
in 2004, a new era of romantic confi- 
dence arrives. After approximately 
three years of disjointed communica- 
tions or unreliable promises, intimate 
relationships will once again become 
top priority. Stay alert to passionate 
overtures and sudden proposals. By 
late April, planned events, social cel- 
ebrations and family announcements 
may prove meaningful. 
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Size and types of bras 


Ninety percent of 
women wear the 
wrong size bra. Find 
out if you're one of 
them. 


By Stacy CARIGNAN 
Contributing Reporter 


A recent study from the “Female 
First” company announced that 70 
percent of women in the United States 
wear the wrong size bra. 

Being a bra specialist at Victoria’s 
Secret, | have had many clients 
approach me with complaints. 

When a bra is uncomfortable and 
hurts women, they become very dis- 
couraged from spending a lot of 
money on a new one. However, at 
Victoria’s Secret, it is our duty to con- 
vince you that you have not been 
properly fitted and have never been 
shown a perfect bra for your particular 
body. 

Many women shy away from an 


under wire bra because if the bra is not 
fitted properly, then it will become 
irritant and uncomfortable. However, 
if wearing the correct size, an under 
wire bra is more comfortable than 
most bras 

“While I was shopping at the mall 
one day, I decided to take a peek at the 
new collection at Victoria’s Secret,” 
Christine Adams explains. “When I 
came in, | decided to get a free bra fit- 
ting. Little did ] know, but I was way 
off on what | thought my size was. 
She found me not only one perfect fit- 
ting bra, but three, and not one of 
them has been any bother to me yet.” 

Also, most women know close to 
nothing about colors. 

Everyone knows that a black bra 
should be worn with black, that’s a 
given. However, almost half of 
Victoria’s Secret customers come in 
wearing white blouses with white bras 
underneath 

Why? Where did you ever get that 
idea? White on white looks horrible, 
because we don’t want to see what 
kind, shape, or texture your bra is, and 
that’s what white does. 

You want the most natural look , 
done with a bra that corresponds with 
your flesh tone. The last thing women 
need is more attention drawn to their 
chest 


www. VictoriaSecret.com 


While at work fitting different 
clients, | came upon some common 
questions and answers that many 
women would like to hear. 

Q: My bra used to fit perfectly and 
now it doesn’t fit at all, how come? 

A: If you haven’t lost or gained 
any weight, and you’ve been wearing 
the same bra for the last 6 months, 
then it’s time for a new one. 

Although it is highly reeommend- 
ed that you never machine-wash or 
dry your bras, almost 90 percent of 
women, do. This makes them dingy 
and worn out. After washing and dry- 
ing your bras, most likely they could 
have shrunk too. 


Q: Why do the wires stick out in 
front or ride up in the front? 

A: Your bra is excessively small. 
When trying on bras in the store, you 
need to adjust the band and the straps 
so that they are comfortable when 
adjusted 


Q: How do | know if it fits right? 

A: Different bras serve different 
purposes. It all depends on what you 
want the bra to do. If it is correct, it 
will not cause pain and red-mark 
backaches. 


Q: How come I can fit into two 
completely different sizes and both fit 
perfectly? 

A: Bras act funny. If you wear a 
34B, you are also a 36A, both sizes 
are identical. When you go up in the 
cup size, you should go down in the 
band size and vice versa. 


So ladies, when bra shopping, get 
fitted. All this does is help you avoid 
red marks, backaches, irritating under 
wires, and finds you an everyday bra 
that will take a little stress off your 
day. Also keep in mind that if you 
have to wear one everyday, all day, 
then buy a high quality bra that will 
last you a while. Never forget to hand 
wash all your bras and hang them to 
dry and they will last you years of 
good use. 


Dance, Dance, Dance 


Dancers dreaming of teaching 
dance or owning and operating 
theirown dance studio can receive 
help in achieving that dream through 


Northern Essex Community 
College’s new Dance Education 
Certificate. 


This one-year certificate program 
was introduced this fall. The program 
is designed to provide students inter- 
ested in dance education the opportu- 
nity to earn a certificate qualifying 
them for a career teaching dance. 

This program is fulfilling a much 
needed void in the regional dance 
scene. “For many years there has 
been a need for this,” says Elaine 
Mawhinney, NECC Director of the 
Dance Program which she created 30 
years ago. “In New York there has 
been a movement to make sure dance 
instructors are certified and have the 
proper credentials to teach and so 
they are aligning themselves with 
community colleges to bring this- 
about...” 

In fact, she says, many dance 
instructors and dance studio owners 


are returning to school to earn the 
certification. 

“It certainly gives them more 
credibility,” she says. 

Six students enrolled in the pro- 
gram this fall and the numbers are 
expected to grow, according to 
Mawhinney. 

Students in the program will be 
fulfilling internship requirements at 
all grade levels in the local public 
schools, providing dance instruction 
for cash-strapped schools that would- 
n't otherwise be able to offer it. 

Through the program, students 
will receive the guidance, knowl- 
edge, and proficiency they will need 
to teach dance. The certificate pro- 
gram also includes a practicum that 
provides a substantial foundation so 
that students can proceed with confi- 
dence in the area of their choice. 

When students finish the dance 
program they have an understanding 
of anatomy and physiology - includ- 
ing dance injuries, health and nutri- 
tion, and the knowledge needed to 
open a dance studio from an adminis- 


trative perspective. 

A total of 29 credit hours is 
required for the certificate. All cours- 
es are transferable to the two-year 
Liberal Arts Dance option through 
the internal transfer process. 

Students may elect to exceed the 
29 credit-hour requirement. Two 
courses, Music for Dancers and 
Dance History, will be offered as 
electives on a Directed Studies basis. 
Students can also elect to take anoth- 
er performance course or Small 
Business Management. 

Classes include Dance 
Composition I, Ballet or Modern 
Dance | and II, Dance Pedagogy | 
and II], Human Health & Nutrition 
with Lab, English Composition 1, 
Dance in Performance or Ballet in 
Performance, and Anatomy and 
Physiology I. 

For additional information con- 
tact Elaine Mawhinney, at 978-556- 
3395. 


advice 


Make sure your 
highlights are the 
right color 


By JILLIAN STANTON 
Fashion Editor 


The _ holi- 
days have 


arrived, and 
with it, the sea- 
son has 


brought all the 
beautiful warm 
colors of win- 


ter. 


One big mistake that many girls 
make this time of year with the col- 
oring of highlights is they go too 
light. When the colder weather 
comes, you should always go dark- 
er with your highlights. 


highlights. 


Winter is a time for darker, 
warmer clothes; whether it is with 
your hair or your clothing. If you 
were to go into Express, A&F, or the 
Gap right now, all you would find is 
rich browns, dark greens and blues. 
Summer is a time for light pinks, 
baby blues, and yellows, which 
would accent light highlights in 
your hair. 


ete eee J 


Week’s fashion 
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When the cold weather comes, you 
should always go darker with your 


In the winter seasons, darker 
colors are all you can find and a 
darker and richer color would 
accent the darker highlights better. 

If you are a dirty- blonde haired 
person or have light blonde hair, | 
suggest that you do not go and get 
bleached blond highlights for the 
winter season. 

What I find looks good in the 
cold months for all you blondes is 
one or two shades lighter than what 
your natural color is already. 

For all you brunets when going 
to get your hair highlighted, | would 
not go blonde. What | suggest you 
doing is get a dirty blonde color or a 
light brown. 

If you were one of the lucky few 
with red hair, | would suggest dark 
strawberry blonde highlights. | 
would not suggest going any darker 
than that. You want it to blend with 
your hair, not over power it to the 
point where people’s eyes are going 
there first. 

Another good thing about using 


this method of highlighting is you 
can go lighter with the color easier 
than you can go darker! The last 
thing you want is to be in the salon, 
find out that your hair is too light, 
and have to go and try to find a way 
to make it darker. With this way, 
you can always dye your hair 


Lee 
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Attention hoops nuts 


The NECC men’s and women’s basket- 
ball teams are each beginning the 2003-'04 
season this week. The Lady Knights, who are 
still looking for more players to add to the ros- 
ter, are set to open tomorrow (Nov. 6) against 
Massasoit on the road (Brockton, 6). The men 
had their “Tip Off Tournament,” which had 
been scheduled for last weekend at New 
Hampshire Technical Institute, postponed 
until further notice. The Knights will instead 
open the season by hosting Bunkerhill tomor- 


row night for the start of what figures to be a 
promising season. The men will play four of 
their first five games in the NECC Sport & 
Fitness Center Gymnasium, the site of all 
home games for both Knights squads. The 
Lady Knights, meanwhile, hit the road for 
three of their first four. Women interested in 
joing the Lady Knights team should contact 
head coach Mark Bogdansky or see NECC 


Athletic Director Sue MacAvoy in room D 
ieee 


Jared Pendak photo 


The NECC men’s basketball team practices in preparation for its season open- 


er at home against Bunkerhill. 


New season, new faces 


Celtics face questions afier 
a number of offseason 
changes 


By Davip WILLIS 
Editor 


Fans going to see the Boston Celtics early 
in the season may need a program to figure out 
who many of the players are, but it certainly 
appears that the moves have made the Celtics a 
solid team. 


Despite advancing to the second round of 


the 2003 NBA playoffs, the Celtics enter the 
2003-2004 season with four new starters. The 
lone holdover is, of course, superstar guard 
Paul Pierce. 

Pierce, entering his sixth season in the 
NBA and with the Celtics, has developed into 
one of the NBA’s premiere scorers. The two- 
time all-star averaged 25.9 points per game in 
2002-2003. He also averaged 7.3 rebounds per 
game last season, and provides the Celtics with 
a great deal of leadership. 

The biggest difference will be the departure 
of co-captain and power forward Antoine 
Walker. 

The All-Star forward was sent to the Dallas 
Mavericks along with starting point guard Tony 
Delk for center/forward Raef LaFrentz and 
guard Jiri Welsch. 

Walker’s replacement at power forward so 
far is the much-maligned Vin Baker. Baker, a 
former All Star with the Seattle Supersonics, is 
more known for his drinking than his play in 
his one-year in Boston. 

On the surface, this may seem to be a huge 


fall-off, since Baker isn’t close to the shooter 
that Walker is. However, Baker entered camp in 
far better shape than a year ago, and is a supe- 
rior low post player. 

The exit of Walker and Delk also marks the 
end of the three-point crazy Celtics, who 
seemed to play with no rhythm and choose to 
shoot a three-pointer every trip down court. 
Walker led the league in three-pointers attempt- 
ed and Delk is known for his passion for shoot- 
ing. 

With Delk’s exit, the point guard duties 
have been given to Mike James. James, in his 
third year in the NBA, came over as a free 
agent from the Miami Heat. 

While James is not a natural point guard, 
his performance helped him to win the starting 


job over rookie Marcus Banks, who will see 


plenty of playing time and is the Celtics’ point 
guard of the future. 

At small forward, the Celtics are finally 
asking third year man Kedrick Brown to step 
up and use some of his unlimited potential. 

Brown has played well at times in limited 
playing time in his first two years with the 
Celtics, but has yet to fulfill the potential he 
seemed to have when the Celtics took him in 
the first round of the 2001 draft. 

Reports are that Brown, a superb leader, 
worked on his greatest weakness, his jump 
shot, a great deal over the off-season. Brown is 
already a solid defender who can dunk over 
anyone in the NBA. 

Center has also seen a changing of the 
guard, as Mark Blount has taken the starting 


job from Tony Battie. 


Blount, an intimidating presence at seven 
feet tall and 250 


See Celtics, page 18 
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Women’s Basketball 
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Patriots are scholars of the game 


New England earns 
good grades on 
midterm report card 


At press time, the Patriots were 
halfway through the season, 6-2 and 
sitting alone atop the AFC East. 

With the season starting on a 
downer with the release of defensive 
captain Lawyer Milloy and a 31-0 
loss to Milloy’s new team, the 
Buffalo Bills, it seemed like it was 
going to be a long season for Pats 
fans, but it turned out to be a promis- 
ing season. With an impressive 31-10 
victory over Philadelphia in week 
two, the Patriots got back on track in 
a hurry. A win against the Jets in the 
home opener was followed by a 
tough loss at Washington, leaving 
New England at 2-2. After that, 
thePatriots won four in a row against 
the Titans, Giants, Dolphins, and tthe 
Cleveland Browns. 

So how have the Patriots clawed 
their way to first place? Let’s take a 
look at the mid-season report card. 

Quarterback: B+. Tom Brady 
has much improved his long ball this 
season, exemplified by his 82-yard 
touchdown pass to Troy Brown to 
beat Miami in overtime. With a mid- 
pack QB rating of 79.5, Brady has 
still passed for over 1,700 yards. His 
touchdown to interception ratio of 
8/7 needs to improve for this team to 
keep winning. Without a big name 
receiver, Brady has done a decent job 
managing the offense, which has 
become much more balanced than 
most expected so far. But at times he 
still looks like he needs work on his 
decision-making, such as at the end 
of the Redskins’ game when he 
showed poor judgment while throw- 
ing several incompletions. Though 
not always his fault, Brady also has 


Wednesday 


been sacked 17 times. But Brady is 
the team leader as quarterback, and 
you can’t argue with 6-2. 

Running Backs: A. Bullpen 
by committee didn’t work for the 
Red Sox, but running back by com- 
mittee seems to be fairing pretty well 
for the Patriots. Through eight 
games, the Pats had rushed for a total 
of 863 yards five touchdowns. Kevin 
Faulk had done a bulk of the team’s 
rushing with 397 yards. Antowain 
Smith came in second while register- 
ing 232 yards and two touchdowns. 
Mike Cloud, the former Boston 
College standout, made his Patriots* 
debut against Tennessee and has 
turned some heads by grabbing three 
rushing touchdowns, though he has- 
n't logged very much time since 
week six against the New York 
Giants. New England’s running game 
is on pace to break 1,600 yards, 
which is a huge help to a team with- 
out a big playmaker at receiver and 
that could be playing in some nasty 
weather come December (and hope- 
fully into the playoffs) when running 
the ball is of utmost importance. 
Faulk has also continued to show his 
ability to get open downfield. He was 
third on the team with 23 receptions 
and fourth in receiving yards with 
198 at press time. 

Receivers: B. Troy Brown and 
Deion Branch have been Brady’s go- 
to men thus far, logging a combined 
662 yards. Tight end Daniel Graham, 
who caught eight balls for 110 yards 
in a career day against Cleveland, 
could become to Tom Brady what 
Ben Coates was to Drew Bledsoe. 
The Patriots have spread the ball to 
11 different receivers, which seems 
to be making up for not having one 
go-to guy. The return of starter David 
Patten, who spent two games inactive 
with an injury, should improve the air 
attack greatly. 

Defense: A. A big reason this 
team is where they are is the defense. 
The unit lost their captain (Milloy) 
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days before the first game and has 
lost many players due injuries, but 
somehow has remained tough. 
Rookies Ty Warren, Dan Klecko, 
Asante Samuel, and Eugene Wilson 
have all been impressive. Samuel and 
Wilson were both thrown into a start- 
ing role against Miami, and the 
Dolphins were only able to muster 
230 yards and one touchdown 
through the air. Wilson also pulled 
down one of his three interceptions 
that in the Dolphins game 

Newcomers Rodney Harrison 
and Tyrone Poole have contributed in 
a big way with a combined 98 tackles 
and four takeaways through week 
eight. Meanwhile Ty Law, Tedy 
Bruschi, Richard Seymour and 
Roman Phifer all continue to pro- 
duce. Law had game-clinching inter- 
ceptions against Tennessee and 
Cleveland. 

In the sack department, Mike 
Vrabel led the team at press time with 
four while Willie McGinnest and 
Seymour each had three. The team 
had a total of 21 sacks, which was 


Continued from page 17 


pounds, began his career with 
Boston, playing the 2000-2001 and 
2001-2002 seasons with the C’s 
before heading to Denver as a free 
agent before the 2002-2003 season. 

However, the move didn’t last 
long as the Celtics re-aquired the 
center in a trade sending guard 
Shammond Williams to the Nuggets 
during the 2002-2003 season. 

Blount does not have the athleti- 
cism of the small Battie, who will 
see plenty of court time during the 
season. But his size and superior 
rebounding ability has endeared him 
to Celtics’ head coach Jim O’Brien. 
The players coming off the 


good enough for fifth in the league. 
The Pats’ defense also had three 
scores, which helped a sometimes 
struggling offense. 

New England features the fourth 
best defense against the rush despite 
the season-ending injury to prized 
free agent pickup Roosevelt Colvin. 
The rush defense should only 
improve with the return of Ted 
Washington from injury. At press 
time, the Pats were third in the league 
with only 16.1 points allowed per 
game. 

Special Teams: B. Adam 
Vinatieri had uncharacteristically 
missed five field goals and he'll like- 
ly regain consistency. On the other 
side, a blocked field goal by 
Seymour saved the Miami game. A 
punt return average of 9.9 yards 
ranked tenth in the league while New 


England’s kickoff return average of 


23.4 was good for fifth. In the punt- 
ing game, the Pats sat third in the 
league, giving up only 5.5 yards on 
returns and were tenth in defending 
kickoffs with an average of 20.8 


Celtics: Welch could be steal of Walker trade 


bench for the C’s will be a combina- 
tion of old faces and new names. 

Long-time Celtic Eric Williams 
and fan favorite Walter McCarty 
will both be back to add depth to the 
Celtics. 

Williams, in his seventh season 
overall with the Celtics, fifth this 
stint, and McCarty, in his seventh 
season with the C’s, will provide 
insurance for Brown at forward, and 
at the other guard and forward posi- 
tions. Battie will also see time at 
center and power forward. 

As for the new guys, Banks will 
have time at the point, but O’Brien 
does not want to rush him into the 
mix. 


yards allowed. 

Coaching: A. Bill Belichick 
was able to keep the moral of the 
locker room up and deal with the 
media after the controversial deci- 
sion of releasing Milloy. Offensive 
Coordinator Charlie Weis seems less 
reliable than in the past, but some 
trick plays make him look like a 
genius all over again. Defensive 
coordinator Romeo Cranell has the 
defense doing what it needs to do 
while using rookies to fill some 
voids. 

Overall: A. First place in one of 
the league’s toughest divisions 
included a 6-2 record with three wins 
against teams with records better 
than .500. With a favorable schedule 
coming up and three of four games in 
December at home, this team should 
be able to take the division and pos- 
sibly even earn a first round bye in 
the playoffs. If nothing else, this 
team has raised a lot of spirits after 
the Red Sox bowed out of the post 
season, and what more could we ask? 


LaFrentz, the more high profile 
of the players traded for Walker, will 
see time at center and forward. At 
6°11 and 245. pounds, LaFrentz is 
big, and he can shoot the jumper. He 
is coming off the worst season of his 
career in 2002-2003, averaging only 
9.3 points per game. 

However, the key piece to the 
Walker deal may, instead, be 
Welsch. Welsch, in only his second 
year on the NBA, has been said to 
have a great deal of potential as a 
guard. 

The team is also fortunate to 
have O’Brien, a solid NBA coach 
who knows how to get everything 
out of his players. 


Hall A 
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Should the NFL get rid of the 
instant replay system? 


By Davip WILLIS 
Editor 


Baltimore Ravens head coach 
Brian Billick had it right recently 
when he said in a press conference 
that the NFL’s instant replay sys- 
tem didn’t work and the league 
needs to stop using it. 

While I do agree with the theo- 
ry of instant replay (no bad calls in 
an NFL game) the current system 
in use in the NFL does not do the 
job. The purpose of instant replay 
is to get every call correct, which is 
basically asking te remove the 
human element from refereeing. 
However, this system does not 
accomplish this because the head 
linesman, or the referee in charge, 
still makes the judgment by watch- 


ing the replay. The odds of the ref 


being able to make the correct call 
after watching the replay is not 
much more then asking him to 
make it on the field, he just gets to 
see it more than once. This also 
asks the linesman to either overrule 
himself or one of his coworkers. In 
many cases, the ref will want to 
defend his friend, and there is a bet- 
ter chance of a player traveling 
back in time and altering the course 
of the play than there is of a referee 
overruling himself. 

I also tend to wonder why it is 
so important to remove the human 
element from refereeing. Officials 
must possess that element, which is 
so valued in players. If the game 
were called for every penalty, 
infraction or mistake a player 
made, every play would be called 
back for a hold or an offside penal- 
ty. Referees need to use digression 
and allow the players to “play the 
game.” An NFL in which every call 
was made would be a very boring 
league. 

There is also the issue of how 
the replay “challenge” is made. A 
team is given only two replays per 
half, and they do not carry over. So 
a team can only call for a maxi- 
mum of 4 replays per game, and 
any challenge that it loses costs it a 
timeout. 

This makes the replay system 
become another strategy, and it 
then becomes a battle between the 
two head to coaches as to who can 
use them better. 
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Fans like Derek Bedard still don Red Sox apparel despite 
Boston’s game seven loss in the A.L.C.S. 


By JARED PENDAK 
Sports Editor 


For anyone who has their tele- 
vision tuned into CBS or FOX on 
Sunday afternoons, there’s no way 
to ignore that the NFL has issues 
in the officiating department. Bad 
calls occur every week even with 
instant replay, exemplified most 
recently in the Denver-Baltimore 
game Oct. 28 when a clearly legit 
Ravens’ touchdown reception was 
reversed by way of the replay sys- 
tem. Still, with the eyes of some 
referees obviously failing them 
miserably, instant replay may rep- 
resent the last known commodity 
towards more accurate calls. The 
Baltimore blunder was indeed an 
exceptional disgrace to a system 
that normally helps out tremen- 
dously, and that claim is not mere- 
ly based on the revealing of the 
tuck rule two seasons back that 
allowed the Patriots to continue 
their Super Bowl run. 

Since its inception in 2001, 
instant replay has proven prolific 
in preserving the right call. The 
rules for the current system are 
fair, with regulations such as a lost 
timeout (for the challenging team 
if the original call is upheld) and 
officials-only reviews inside the 
two-minute warning of either half 
preventing the replay clause from 
being abused. 

As a fan, the only thing more 
frustrating than your team having 
to settle for a field goal after a 
first-and-goal, or blowing a huge 
lead in the second half, is a 
botched call. It’s especially mad- 
dening if the wrong call essential- 
ly decides the outcome of a game 
and, in order to keep that happen- 
ing as little as possible, instant 
replay is an unrivaled remedy. 
Let’s not forget, the system was 
brought in due to the downright 
blasphemous officiating in the 
years prior to its inauguration. 
Fans simply have to find methods 
to cope with the often-arduous 
amount of time that elapses while 
the refs’ heads are planted in the 
replay booths and, yes, an occa- 
sional lapse in the system’s effi- 
ciency. To rid itself of instant 
replay would only serve as a step 
backwards for the NFL. 


Not gone, but seemingly forgotten 


Bruins’ lack of 
attention frustrating 


ashe 
Boston Bruins 
were the 
NHL’s _ best 
team in 
October, fin- 


ishing the first 
. month of reg- 
® ular season 

: “8 play with a 
ieee. high 15 points and record of 
6-2-2-1. 

The only problem is that nobody 
seems to care. 

Indeed, the NHL’s—and locally, 
the Bruins’—popularity has been on 
a steady decline in recent seasons. 
There are “Boston sports fans” 
abounding whom all but disre- 
gard the B’s, ignoring one- 
fourth of the local major profes- 
sional sports spectrum. Some of 
them say, “Hockey’s not excit- 
ing enough,” or, “There isn’t 
enough scoring.” These notions 
are utterly confusing. If you 
can’t appreciate defense, you 
shouldn’t even watch sports. 
Anyone looking for a quick fix 
of entertainment should stick 
with MTV and not even pretend 
to be a sports fan. Yet the most 
frustrating are some folks, who 
may follow the Patriots, Red Sox and 
Celtics religiously but are closet 
cases when it comes to the B’s. That 
is, they speak in conversation as if 
they have an eye on the team, albeit 
obvious that observing the skimpy 
Bruins highlights on ESPN 
Sportscenter or glancing at last 
night’s score in the morning paper is 
the actual extent of the attention they 
pay. 

Lame, terribly lame. 

As one of the National Hockey 
League’s original six, the Bruins are 
one of the more historic pro sports 
teams. The glory days in the Boston 
Garden are a monument of success, 
with 57 total playoff appearances— 
including 29 straight from 1968- 


*96—and 22 division titles with five 
Stanley Cup championships. With 
players the caliber of Bobby Orr, 
Cam Neely, Phil Espisito and Ray 
Bourque to boast, the Bruins’ prolific 
past alone ought to grab you. 

Looking for more recent acco- 
lades? Take a look at what local 
sports fans neglecting the Bruins had 
missed just 11 games into this sea- 
son: 

- A six-goal tie with the defend- 
ing Stanley Cup champion New 
Jersey Devils on opening night. 

- A five-game unbeaten streak on 
the road, including four straight 
wins. 

- Come-from-behind victories 
against Los Angeles, reigning 
Western Conference champ Anaheim 
in an overtime thriller, and New 
Jersey. 

- Additional wins over two of the 
NHL’s elite teams, Dallas (a shutout) 
and Colorado. 

- A spurring home-and-home 
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All this talk about making it 
easier to score by widening 
nets or craeting regulations 
to weaken defensive 

strategies is ludicrious. 


series with Montreal in which the 


Bruins went 1-1 while continuing 
one of the most storied rivalries in 
pro sports. 


What more do the Bruins have to 
do to get your attention? Push for the 
league to prop goals horizontally on 
the glass and have players slam dunk 
the puck into the net? Would players 
wearing acrobat costumes and tight 
roping above the ice make hockey 
visually stimulating enough? All this 
talk about making it easier to score 
by widening nets or creating regula- 
tions to weaken defensive strategies 
is ludicrous. The NHL puts forth a 
great game as is, and it should be 
viewed with the same enthusiasm as 
the NBA, perhaps even with more. 


After all, anticipating the first goal of 
a scoreless tie late in the third period 
of a Bruins game certainly beats the 
trash-time foul-fest displayed in 
many NBA contests. 

Long-time B’s fans disappointed 
by the way the team is currently 
operated reside in a different catego- 
ry and with that group I can mildly 
sympathize. The Bruins have not 
won the Stanley Cup since owner 
Jeremy Jacobs purchased the team 
and it has become clear that Jacobs, 
who also owns the FleetCenter, is 
more concerned with concessions 
sales and profit sums than bringing a 
world championship to Boston. For 
evidence of this unfortunate reality, 
search no further back than the 
sequence following the °01-’02 sea- 
son. The Northeast Division champi- 
on Bruins had been upset in the first 
round of the playoffs by the eighth- 
seeded Canadians, but had already 
shown they were a team of champi- 
onship caliber by earning the number 
one spot in the east with the 
conference’s best record. 

Instead of building on that 
foundation, Jacobs and General 
Manger Mike O’Connoll 
refused to re-sign leading scor- 
er and Massachusetts native 
Bill Guerin as well as topnotch 
goalie Byron DaFoe without 
seeking viable replacements, 
despite possessing the financial 
resources to do so. It was then 
feasible to frown upon manage- 
ment for moving the team in the 
opposite direction of a once- 
promising follow up season. 

It is also understandable that fans 
would be discouraged at the fact that 
the Bruins were also tops in the NHL 
a year ago following October but 
slipped into the seventh Eastern 
Conference spot in time for another 
first-round exit in the post season. 

Still, true supporters remain loyal 
to their teams through managerial 
blunders and disappointing finishes. 
More of an appropriate action than 
giving up on the B’s would a collec- 
tive effort to drive Jacobs out of 
town. Regardless of “popular” opin- 
ion, real Boston sports fans follow 
the Bruins. So is hockey simply too 
boring to watch? 

Get real. 


Boston Sports Wrap up 


Patriots: The Pats entered their Monday Night Football matchup against 


Denver with the first-place record of 6-2 in the AFC East. New England now 
has its bye week before hosting former head coach Bill Parcells, former wide 
receiver Terry Glenn and the Dallas Cowboys on Nov. 16. 


Celtics: Boston plays the last of a three-game road trip tonight (Nov. 2 at 


Detroit. The C’s (2-1) won their first two games of the season betor 


97-90 decision at New Orleans Nov. 1 


Bruins: With upcoming home games against San Jose, Dallas. 
Edmonton, the Bruins sit atop the Northeast division with a record 
Four of the B’s next six games are at the FleetCenter, “— ee ' 


winless on the young season. nS 


Red Sox: As expected, 2003 Sox’ Menace Gradd, Littl 


aay 


contract ‘option picked up by the team. Early candidates mente ace 


panes former Boston shortstop Glen Hoffman, former Philadel I 
Dy prancona « and current Cleveland third base coach Joel Sk cir 
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Dustin Gray photo 


Some people can really get into the Halloween spirit. It is a time to forget 


NECC’s new mascot, the Pumpkin. It’s really just a Halloween decoration, about social stereotypes and just have fun. 


but how cool would the Northern Essex Pumpkins sound? 


Is there anything more delicious than some eyeball soup? Just marinate the eyeballs for two 
hours, refrigerate, and enjoy. 


Dustin Gray photo 


The real reason people go to parties at NECC and anywhere Time to get puritanical. Or, in other words, act like people from 
else, free snacks! ‘ the Puritan times. 


